
 
 

Dear Congregation of Providence Presbyterian Church, 

 

Wilderness is not the usual setting for a roadway. Rarer still is any river, let alone more 

than one, flowing in the desert. But making this sort of thing happen is what God is up 

to, all the time. Newness springs forth as the Spirit of the living God changes the 

landscape from barren to fruitful. 

 

For 255 years, Providence Presbyterian Church has been like a roadway, offering 

opportunities for thousands of faith journeys, and like a river, quenching the thirst of so 

many who are looking for deeper meaning and purpose in relation to God, one another, 

and the world beyond PPC. This is a heritage PPC is accustomed to sustaining from year 

to year, which has resulted in a fair amount incremental change throughout PPC’s 

history. 

  

Yet there are certain times that call for the kind of significant change that not only builds 

on PPC’s heritage, but radically expands it into new territory altogether. Such is the case 

as PPC prepares to welcome a new Senior Pastor sometime in 2023. 

 

For the 2023 Stewardship Campaign, the Stewardship Committee invites you to Be the 

Change as together we Share God’s Gifts for a New Tomorrow. In preparation for 

entering a New Tomorrow with the arrival of a new Senior Pastor, let us Be the Change 

by increasing our financial commitment not only to nurture familiar PPC ministries, but 

also to make it possible for fresh approaches to take root and grow.   

  

More than raising money, your pledge supports ministries and staff that provide 

dynamic and moving worship, amazing Christian education for all ages, devoted 

congregational care, and ready fellowship. Your pledge also strengthens PPC’s resolve to 

reach out beyond our congregation to compassionately serve others near and far.  

 
   November 1, 2022 
 
Behold, I am doing a new thing! Now it 
springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a roadway in the wilderness and 
rivers in the desert. 

 
~Isaiah 43:19~ 

 



 

This year the Stewardship Committee is going to start the Campaign with a budget that we can 

pledge toward. It is an aspirational budget in the sense that the Finance Committee has 

developed it based upon what the various PPC committees have identified increases in funding 

that in turn will increase the capacity of the faithful ministries these committees carry out. It 

also aspirational in the way that it reflects a renewed vitality in the life of PPC as more and 

more people are returning to church with the waning of the pandemic. 

  

As we have already started a strong and wonderful program year, let’s channel this energy 

through generous giving that makes way for a New Tomorrow at PPC. 

 

         

                            The Rev. Fred Lyon       The Rev. Lal Rodawla       Christy Smith 

             Pastor        Associate Pastor  Chair, Stewardship 

 

Drew Burton, Kathy Dannels, Beverly Howard, Bret Myers, Dave Ott 

Members of the Stewardship Committee 

 

 

PS: Please find attachments to this letter: “The Nuts and Bolts of Pledging”, our “2023 

Aspirational Budget”, “Pledging Matters”, and a “Proportionate Giving Chart”. To download or 

go to our Stewardship Giving page on the church website, snap the QR code below or go to 

www.ppc1767.org/make-your-contribution 

 

 
PPC STEWARDSHIP WEBPAGE 

(take a photo with your smart phone) 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ppc1767.org/make-your-contribution


 

THE NUTS & BOLTS OF PLEDGING 
 
What is a pledge? – A pledge is a prayerfully considered, good faith estimate of what you plan 

to give to the overall mission of PPC in a given year.  It is not a binding contract.  Circumstances 

can change – and pledges may be revised up or down depending on your situation. 

 

Why pledge? – Your pledge makes it possible for PPC to sustain a budget that will fund PPC’s 

ministries, programs, outreach and staffing in 2023. Pledging provides the primary financial 

support for what we can accomplish as a church.  Pledging is also a spiritual discipline that 

provides a tangible way for you to grow in your faith by sharing the resources God has blessed 

you with. 

 

How much should I pledge? The amount of your pledge is an individual decision and will be 

unique and reflect your own life situation and sense of commitment to PPC. Learn more 

through “Pledging Matters”. We are seeking and counting on approximately 250 pledgers to 

meet our aspirational budget goal of $760,000. Pledges of every amount are welcome and 

necessary for the vitality of PPC’s overall mission. 

 

How do I pledge? – You may pledge by going to our church website www.ppc1767.org/make-

your-contribution On our online pledge form, indicate the amount of your pledge on a weekly, 

monthly, or yearly basis – whatever frequency works best for you.  If you prefer, you can also 

print out a pledge form, bring it to the PPC office or place it in the offering plate on Sunday 

morning or mail it to the church: 10140 Providence Church Lane, Charlotte, NC 28277. 

 

Questions? – If you have any questions about pledging, please don’t hesitate to ask our 

Stewardship Team chair, Christy Smith, christyks@att.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ppc1767.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Pledging-Matters-1.pdf
http://www.ppc1767.org/make-your-contribution
http://www.ppc1767.org/make-your-contribution
https://ppc1767.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/2023-Pledge-Card.pdf
mailto:christyks@att.net


 
 

2022 Budget   2023 Aspirational Budget 
 
Pledge contributions   $517,000    $760,000 
Other contributions   $140,000    $140,000 
Other income    $33,000   $32,000 
     Total income   $690,000    $932,000 
 
Expenses    $744,000    $932,000 
     Excess/(Deficit)   ($54,000)    $0 
 

Notes:  2023 expenses add back $75,000 in estimated repair & maintenance costs that were 
charged to the major repair reserve in 2022 and $21,000 of expense increases (raises, 
inflationary rate increases, etc.). Other contributions are assumed to continue at same 
rate. Pledge contributions are what it will take to reach a balanced budget. 

 

 



Pledging Matters! 
 
CONSIDER YOUR PLEDGE PRAYERFULLY  
Think of the blessings in your life and how grateful you are for Providence Presbyterian Church.  Thank 
God in your prayers and respond accordingly―knowing that your pledge concretely helps PPC’s ministries 
and mission witness to loving God and neighbor, near and far. 

 
TITHING   
Tithing is the biblical model contributing 10% of your annual income to the church. This is not easy, but 
more people than you might expect do manage to tithe. If you are not tithing yet, you can always work 
toward tithing from your current level of giving by steadily increasing your pledge from year to year. 
 
GROSS OR NET INCOME?   
Should the percentage of annual income you pledge be based on what you make before or after taxes? Yes! 
It comes down to a matter of personal choice.  The important thing is to make a financial commitment to 
the church and then follow through on it. 

 
AT WHAT LEVEL DO I START? 
Here are some benchmarks to consider: 

 Simply start at a level that is most manageable for you. Again, the important thing is to make a 
financial commitment to the church and then follow through on it. 

 The average percentage of income pledged by Protestants is 2.5% - 3%. 

 You will be at a roughly 5% pledging level if you pledge $1.00 per week for every $1,000 of your 
income (for instance, if you make $30,000 a year, you would pledge $30 a week). 

 3% to 10% Goal: Consider trying to give at a pledging level of at least 3%, with the goal of 
increasing to 10% in the years ahead. If you already pledge more than 3%, then you’re already 
closer to the goal of 10%. 

  
HOW DO I INCREASE PLEDGING?  
Here are some ways you can set targets for increasing your pledge over time: 

 Increase the dollar amount of your pledge by ten percent—if last year’s pledge was $30.00 a week, 
this year pledge $33.00 a week. 

 Increase your percentage of giving by ten percent—if last year’s pledge was 3% of your income, 
this year pledge 3.3%. 

 Increase your pledge by one more percent of your income—if last year’s pledge was 3% of your 
income, this year pledge 4%. 

 Every tenth time you do a regular nonessential activity that costs money (going out to: the movies, 
a restaurant, a sports event, a concert, etc.) you could forgo the activity and contribute the cost as 
something in addition to your pledge (or go to the activity and contribute the cost anyway!). 

 Congregational Challenge—if 200 of our current givers increased their giving by $10.00 a 
week, that would see an overall increase of $104,000 in total giving. A $5.00 a week 
increase would see an overall increase of $52,000 in total giving. Even a $1.00 a week 
increase would see an overall increase of $10,400 in total giving. 

 
JUST OUT OF SCHOOL? UNDEREMPLOYED? RAISING CHILDREN? ON A FIXED INCOME?   
No matter what our financial circumstances, we can always challenge ourselves to establish some basic 
level of pledging and stay committed to it as we are able. Our faithful commitment to giving can also be 
expressed by dedicating the resources and resourcefulness of our time and talents to PPC along with 
whatever financial contribution we can make. 

 
 
 



 


