
The Church at Worship 
The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 27, 2022 
11:15 AM 

*indicates to stand if able 

†Since the musical offerings are comparable to prayers, worshipers are encouraged to express their thanks for the music by  
saying a hearty, "Amen."  



Words for Silent Meditation before Worship 

To repent doesn’t mean to feel sorry about, to regret. It means to turn, to turn around 180 degrees.  
It means to undergo a complete change of mind, heart, direction.  

Turn away from madness, cruelty, shallowness, blindness.  
Turn toward the tolerance, compassion, sanity, hope, justice that we all have in us at our best.                  

~Frederick Buechner~ 

 
 
 
 
 

GATHERING 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
 

†Prelude                             “Pie Jesu (Requiem)”                John Rutter 
                               
 
Call to Worship          adapted from The Message version of Joel 2:12-13 
  

     One: GOD’S personal Message is this: “Come back to me and really mean it! Come fasting and  
  weeping, sorry for your sins!” So, change your life, not just your clothes. Come back to GOD,  
  your GOD. And here’s why: 
  All: GOD is kind and merciful. He takes a deep breath, and puts up with a lot. This most patient 
  GOD is extravagant in love, always ready to cancel catastrophe. 
 One: Let us worship GOD, who despite everything, takes us back with open arms— 
  All: who welcomes us home with deep compassion and great joy. 
           
*Morning Hymn              “Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show”                 #481 
 
*Gathering Prayer                              adapted from Book of Common Worship 
 

 One: God of compassion, you are slow to anger, and full of mercy, welcoming sinners who return  
  to you with penitent hearts, and receiving in your loving embrace all who come home to you. 
  All: Gather and seat us at your bountiful table of grace, that, with all your children, we may feast 
  with delight on all that satisfies the hungry heart and nourishes our desire to serve you with 
  gladness. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you  
  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. AMEN. 
 
Morning Psalm                   based on Psalm 32:1-7 
 

 One: Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Happy are those  
  to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. While I kept  
  silence, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night your hand  
  was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. 
  All: Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity; I said, “I will confess  
  my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave the guilt of my sin. Therefore, let all who  
  are faithful offer prayer to you; at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters shall not reach 
  them. You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with 
  glad cries of deliverance. 



 
CONFESSING 

 
 
*Call to Confession                      based on Psalm 51:7, 9 
 

 One: Purge us with hyssop, and we shall be clean; wash us and we will be whiter than snow. 
  All: Hide your face from our sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
 One: In humility and faith, let us confess our sins to God. 
  
*Public Confession              adapted from Book of Common Worship 
              

 One: God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost. We confess there are times when 
  we stray from you and turn aside from your way.  
  All: We stray when we are prideful instead of humble.  
  We stray when we think we are in the right, but in truth are in the wrong.   
  We stray when we think we are great but instead we act small. 
 One: Have mercy, O God, and forgive our sin. Nerve us to pursue a Lenten journey of repentance 
  that gets us through stumbling blocks and returns us to your paths of faith, hope, and love. 
  All: We offer our confession for the sake of returning to your will and ways, in the name of the 
  One who saves, Jesus Christ… 
 
*Silent Confession 
 
*Assurance of Forgiveness       from Book of Common Worship 
 

 One: The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to you, in the name  
  of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
  All: May the God of mercy, who forgives us all our sins, strengthen us in all goodness,  
  and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. AMEN. 
  
*Gloria Patri   
 
*Call to Faithfulness            based on Colossians 3:12-15  
 

 One: As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,  
  humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint  
  against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must also forgive. 
  All: Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 
  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one 
  body. And be thankful.  
 
 

  LISTENING 
 
 

Prayer for Illumination       from Book of Common Worship 
  

 One: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
  All: that as the scriptures are read and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what  
  you speak to us today. AMEN. 



 

Epistle Reading                              Ephesians 2:4-10 

     Holy Wisdom. Holy Word.  
    Thanks be to God. 

 

†Anthem                 “Passacaglia of Praise”                   Craig Courtney 
                      Chancel Choir & Jill Fung, Cello 
 
A Moment for Children         Anne Wood 
 
Gospel Reading                                                  Luke 15:1-2, 11-32 

    Holy Wisdom. Holy Word.  
    Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The Message                    “What Are We Good For?”        Pastor Fred Lyon 
 

 
RESPONDING 

 
 

*Hymn             “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”  #482 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,                           
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,                         
  and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  
  AMEN. 
 
Invitation to Giving                      based on Hebrews 13:16 
 

 One: Let us not neglect to good and share what we have,  
  All: for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.               
 
*Doxology  
 
*Dedication of Tithes and Offerings     adapted from Book of Common Worship 
 

 One: God of compassion, we praise you that you look upon our lives with love and understanding, 
  that you welcome us home when we return from having gone astray,  that you desire for us all 
  new beginnings in Jesus Christ. 
 All: We are overwhelmed with profound thanks for your healing love, which goes through  
  wilderness with us and to the cross for us, enduring the grave and leading us to resurrection 
  life. By your Spirit, strengthen our souls to be brave and bold in Christ’s service. Take these 
  our offerings, that you would use them and us for your sacred purposes, in the name of Jesus 
  Christ, our crucified and risen Savior. AMEN. 
 



*Affirmation of Faith             from a “A Brief Statement of Faith” 
 

 One: We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba Father. In sovereign love God created the world  
  good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, male and female, of every race and people,  
  to live as one community. But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. Ignoring God’s 
  commandments, we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth,  
  exploit  neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care.  
  We deserve God’s condemnation. 
  All: Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. In everlasting love, the God of  
  Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families of the earth. Hearing  
  their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still,  
  God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her  
  nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still. 
 One: In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and  
  to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, 
  “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
  All: With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate 
  us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory to the Father, and to the Son,  
  and to the Holy Spirit. AMEN. 

 
*Sending Hymn                “Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing”             #538                   
           
*Blessing 
 
Postlude                                              “If Thou But Suffer God To Guide Thee”                   J.S. Bach 



NEWS & NOTICES 
 

UPCOMING WORSHIP & EVENTS 

10 April, Palm Sunday & Egg Hunt (11:15am CLC) 
14 April, Maundy Thursday with Holy Communion (6:30pm Sanctuary) 
15 April, Good Friday Prayer with Holy Communion (drop-in/out between 12-noon and 1:30pm) 
17 April, Easter Day Worship (7:00am sunrise, 11:15am CLC) 
24 April, Earth Day Worship, (with Seed Planting, and Gleaning Garden Activities, 11:15am) 
1 May, Homecoming Sunday (11:15am, Sanctuary) 

PRAYER LIST 
 
Ken Kilpatrick  Marilyn Neubert Pam Holt  Nancy Burton  Jim Day 
Alice Majure  Willie Brock  Al Ansley  Walt Bauer  Beverly Nunnley 
Tim Sisson's sister Morgan Shires  Elna Hanley  Danny & Marcia Ingle  
Ron Green's father, Ron Sr.   Mike Smith’s brother, Joseph 
Marcia Ingle's friend, Susan   Laramie Williams' sister, Carolyn 
Kathy Robert's brother-in-law, Jimmy Gale & Susan's friend, Donnell 
Helen Finch’s niece, Elizabeth Koehler Beth Downing’s mother & father 
Buddy Stephenson's step-daughter & son Linda Miller’s  friend, Andrea     
Tandy Graham's friends Holley, Sally & Sharon 
Emily Hall and family at the death of her grandmother 

THANKSGIVING 

On behalf of my mom and my brother, I want to express my deepest thanks for the overwhelming outpouring 
of love, care and concern from my Providence Presbyterian Church family as we cope with the recent loss of 
my father. I have been strengthened and encouraged by the dozens of phone calls, emails, text messages, 
notes and cards I have received offering kind words of comfort, support and hope. Providence Presbyterian 
truly suffers together and celebrates together (1 Cor. 12:26) and is a beautiful example of Christ's infinite 
love made real. Thank you again for your love and support for me and my family at our time of deep need. 
With love and gratitude, -Jim Scarlett 

MAKE THIS A HOLY LENT! OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND! 

Crisis Assistance Ministry 

Refugee Support Services Resources for Ukraine (read Friday’s e-blast for more information) 

Johnson C Smith University’s Retool Your School Competition—Go Golden Bulls! 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance help for Ukraine 

Visit our webpage for more information: https://ppc1767.org/event/march-outreach 

Walking Charlotte as a Labyrinth, Tour led by Greg Jarrell, pastor and co-founder of QC Family Tree 

Sunday, April 24th from 2-4pm  

Walking Charlotte as a Labyrinth is a contemplative experience exploring the past, present, and future of the Queen 

City. Greg Jarrell, pastor and co-founder of QC Family Tree, will lead participants on a 3-mile, approximately 2-hour 

walk through Uptown Charlotte. Along the way, you'll look for what is present and what is not present, hoping to see 

more clearly into the past and the future of the Queen City. The tour will begin promptly at 2pm and last until 4pm. 

Contact Tamera Green for more information. 

https://ppc1767.org/event/march-outreach


Today, Sunday, March 27 
10am Sunday School for all ages 

11:15am Worship (CLC) 
2:00pm Church Assessment (FH) 

3:00pm Jr. Youth Scavenger Hunt (CLC) 
5:30pm AA-Way Home Group (AMC) 

7:00pm Charlotte Singers (CLC) 

Monday, March 28 
10:30am Monday Manna (online) 

4:00pm Rollin’ Hornets (CLC) 
5:00pm Al-Anon (CLC-2nd) 

5:30pm AA (FH) 
6:30pm Boy Scout Troop 164 (FH) 

Tuesday, March 29 
10:00am Women’s Serenity (FH) 

5:30pm AA (FH) 
6:30pm AA-Men’s Step  (CLC-2nd floor) 

  7:00pm Fifth Tradition (FH) 
7:00pm PPC Book Club (Online) 

 

Wednesday, March 30 
9:30am Staff Meeting (Office) 
4:00pm Rollin’ Hornets (CLC) 

5:30pm AA (FH) 
7:00pm Sermon Study (Online) 

Thursday, March 31 
10:00am Women’s Serenity (FH) 

2pm Senior Choir (AMC) 
4:30pm Children’s /Youth Choir (AMC) 

5:30pm AA (FH) 
5:45pm Handbells (CLC) 

7:00pm Adult Choir (AMC) 
  7:00pm Fifth Tradition (FH) 

Friday, April 1 
7:00am Men’s Fellowship (FH/Online) 

5:30pm AA (AMC) 

Saturday, April 2 
11:30am Sisson Celebration of Life (Sanctuary/FH) 

5:30pm Way Home Group (FH) 

Upcoming Youth events 

Sunday, March 27th 
Jr. Youth Scavenger Hunt, 3pm 

Saturday, April 9th 
Nighttime Easter Egg Hunt 

We need parents, grandparents, retirees—EVERYONE 
to become part of helping the next generation by go-
ing on summer trips, driving a van, being a chaperone 

or offering an activity. Contact Emily Hall,  
emily@ppc1767.org to learn how you can be part of 

our exciting team of youth leaders! 

SAVE THE DATE: Vacation Bible School will be held from July 11—July 15 from 10am—12:00pm. Register 

by May 2nd here:  https://vbspro.events/p/events/ppc2022vbs  

UPCOMING GROUP OPPORTUNITIES 

The PPC Book Club 
March 29 (7pm) Online 
The Nature of Fragile Things by Susan Meissner (Facilitator: Brenda Stone) 

Garden Plots Available 
Contact Anne Wood if you’d like to use one of the garden plots this year! Anne Wood,  
anniebduck@windstream.net 

PPC Men’s Ministry 
Sunday, April 17—EASTER DAY BREAKFAST 7:30AM (after the 7am Sunrise Service) 

Sign-up to provide breakfast by scanning the QR code with your phone or going to  
the sign-up page here: https://bit.ly/PPCBreakfast      SCAN HERE  

Questions: Agmyers4@gmail.com or phone/text 704-724-6474 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

—SAVE THE DATE— 

Sun. Apr. 10—Palm Sunday & Egg Hunt 

Thur. Apr. 14—Maundy Thursday, 6:30pm 

Fri. Apr. 15—Good Friday, 12-1:30pm (drop-in) 

Sun. Apr. 17—Easter Day, Sunrise at 7am, Breakfast at 8am 

CLC Worship 11:15am 

To help with the Men’s Breakfast (see below) 

Sun. Apr. 24—Earth Day Worship Service, 11:15am 

Sun. Apr. 1—Homecoming Sunday, 11:15am 

https://bit.ly/PPCBreakfast


Sing to the Lord! 

 

What the Bible teaches us 
about praising God and  
worshiping with singing and 
music: 

Psalm 150:3-5-3 Praise him with 
trumpet sound; praise him with 
lute and harp! 4 Praise him with  
tambourine and dance; praise him 
with strings and pipe! 5 Praise 
him with clanging cymbals; praise 
him with loud clashing cymbals! 
(NRSV) 

Isaiah 30:29-29 You shall have a 
song as in the night when a holy 
festival is kept; and gladness of 
heart, as when one sets out to the 
sound of the flute to go to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the Rock 
of Israel. (NRSV) 

-from the Music Committee 

 

Charlotte Singers 

All are welcome to join the  
Charlotte Singers today from 
7:00pm-8:30pm here in the CLC. 
After a hiatus of over two-years, 
the choir (directed by long-time 
champion for community music 
Helen Finch) will resume. For 
more information contact Helen,   
hmfmusic@carolina.rr.com  

PROVIDENCE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH   10140 PROVIDENCE CHURCH LANE     CHARLOTTE, NC     28277 

A huge THANK YOU to all those who helped with yesterday’s Attic Sale! It was a 

major success and we couldn’t do it without the volunteers, youth, and church 

staff. Thank you and start saving your attic sale items for 2023!  


