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My personal journey with the mission of Friends of Chimbote and ACAF began in January, 2011 when I 
finally was able to answer the call I had been hearing for over three years, from the time my wife and 
daughter and our church youth group visited in 2008. In 2009 the Chimbote parish youth choir tour 
visited our church. I introduced many of them to baseball in my back field, and a music session unfolded 
spontaneously in my dining room. I was already in love with the people of Chimbote years before being 
able to visit.  

After learning the ways of a Chimbote mission trip through 3 trips, I planned a family trip in 2013. In 
2014 I began planning and leading what would become an annual adult mission trip for Providence 
Presbyterian Church. Each year in advance of the trip when I give a Moment for Mission message to the 
congregation, I tell them the hardest part of the planning is choosing the right Bible verse to convey the 
theme of our trip. This also will be a visual imprinted reminder on the trip t-shirt for as long as it lasts.  

For the first verse in 2015 I went back to my beginnings where I attended a Christian day school first 
grade and half of second. We had to memorize Bible verses each week and as a reward after completing 
a certain number, were able to choose from gifts like pocket New Testaments and colorful cardboard 
plaques with brief raised, gold-lettered verses. The plaque I chose and still have over four decades later 
was 1 Peter 5:7, “He Careth for You”. What else could I choose as I began leading a caring ministry of 
hope and help for the poor of Chimbote? 

Buoyed by a successful first effort, for 2016 I chose Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me”. I was ready to dig in to this venture with the fervor of a well-rested missionary let 
loose on his first footing hole of the day with a set of taped-up wobbly post-hole diggers.  

Somewhat mellowed and more comfortable, for 2017 Romans 12:12, “Be joyful in hope, patient in 
trouble, and persistent in prayer” was made known to me through a summer sermon at Providence. I 
will never forget being told in January during our trip that this was the very verse and topic they were 
studying that week at La Senora del Perpetuo Socorro in Chimbote! 

Stronger in faith and resigned in my mission, for 2018 I chose 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, “Rejoice always, 
pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks, for this is God’s will for you in Christ”.  Another amazing 
mission trip, each one better than before. One of my group members had been telling people it was the 
best week of his year, every year, and now I started saying it too.  

I struggled the most, searching for a verse for the 2019 trip, but when it came to me it was clear and 
obvious. John 15:12, simply “Love each other as I have loved you”. Full circle back to the message of 
2015. Fully in love with Chimbote, its people of faith, its promise and potential. Fully committed to 
continuing to introduce new people to this holy place and this joyous opportunity we have been given to 
serve and share God’s love, and to linger in His love.  

I encourage all to partake in mission work, a mission trip whether domestic or international. Do it with 
your church friends or any group of friends. It cannot fail to bring joy and love into your daily walk, and it 
will become your best week of the year also.  
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