
Helpful Hints for Shopping and Packing 
 

 
Lowes, Wal-Mart, Home Depot, Target, and Dollar General are all good places to shop 
for supplies.  Though I haven’t tried it, Amazon may work as well.  It may take more 
than one retailer to get everything.  To purchase everything on the list should cost 
approximately $75.00 depending upon where you shop for the products and the brand 
you purchase. 
 
It is important to get as close as possible to the size and quantity of the items on the list.  
If not, you may not get everything to fit in the bucket.  Since these buckets will be 
shipped to a disaster area the lid must be able to close tightly or some of the contents may 
be lost. Don’t forget to purchase all the items.  Forgetting one or more items will not help 
the family in need.  Believe it or not, there was a significant amount of thought and 
learning from experience in selecting items that are the most helpful and the sizes to 
purchase so everything fits. 
 
Lowes has a large number of buckets and lids.  You’ll pay around $6.50 for both. A 100’ 
clothesline runs $12.00 at Lowes.  I purchased wood clothes pins at Wal-Mart for $1.50. 
A package of five dust masks at Wal-Mart retailed for $1.50.  Covid masks would work 
since the list is several years old. 
 
Wal-Mart had 45 oz. Gain dry detergent for $6.50. It was five ounces less than the 
quantity on the list, but its close enough.  Likewise I purchased a 28 oz. dish soap, which 
is close to the 25 oz listed item.  The hardest item on the list was the 12 ounce liquid 
concentrated household cleaner.  I shopped multiple stores and couldn’t find a twelve 
ounce size.  Therefore, I purchased a 24 ounce bottle of Pine Sol and was able to get it to 
fit in the bucket. In this case go with 24 ounce and the family will have extra since a ¼ 
cup is mixed with a gallon of water.  Remember don’t purchase any products packaged in 
glass. 
 
I purchased a box of twenty-five 30 gallon trash bags.  Obviously, take the bags out of 
the box before you put them in the bucket to save space.  Sponges, scrubbing brushes, 
gloves, etc. can all be stuffed between items when filling the bucket.  I put the detergent, 
cleaners, insect repellent, and clothesline on the bottom and worked up.  The list specifies 
one package of cleaning towels (18 quantity) such as HandiWipes.  I chose to purchase a 
bundle of 18 terry cloth towels, which can be rinsed and reused and mixed a portion of 
them with packages of Easy Wipes.  I could only find packages of six for $1.70.  I put 
some of each in the bucket to total eighteen towels. 
 
Most importantly, have fun as a family doing this project.  Talk about the types of 
disasters, how we might prepare in the event we were to experience, and how the 
unfortunate recipients will use the items. 
 
Please return the completed buckets to the church before May 2nd. Also, share any tips or 
ideas that others may benefit from during the month. 


