
The Church at Worship 
The First Sunday after Epiphany 

and 

The Baptism of Christ 
January 9, 2022 

11:15 AM 

The Baptism of Christ is closely related to Epiphany. Jesus’ ministry to bring in God’s rule was inaugurated  
in his baptism. As he came out of the water, the Spirit rested on Jesus and a sign of God’s approval was heard. 

On this day, we celebrate not only Jesus’ baptism but our own as well, for our baptism is rooted in Christ. 
Baptism joins us to Christ and his church, and with all of the baptized we are called to share in Jesus’  

ministry. In the waters of baptism we are buried with Christ, cleansed of our sins, and raised to share in his 
resurrection. The Spirit is given to us and we are declared the children of God. 

~from Companion to the Book of Common Worship~ 



Words for Silent Meditation before Worship 

Once we were darkness, but now in Christ we are light.  
Let us live as children of light. 

~Ephesians 5:8~ 

 
 

GATHERING 
 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
 

†Prelude      “As With Gladness Men of Old”    Flor Peeters 
                            
Call to Worship               adapted from Book of Common Worship 
  

     One:  Almighty God anointed Jesus through baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed Jesus  
  as God’s beloved Son. 
       All:   So let us worship Jesus, who keeps us—born of water and Spirit—faithful in service,  
  such that we rejoice to be called children of God. 
 
*Morning Hymn           “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”  K. Thomerson   
 

I want to walk as a child of the light; I want to walk with Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the world; the light of my life is Jesus. 

 

Refrain: In him there is no darkness at all; the night and the day are both alike. 
The lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

I want to see the brightness of God; I want to look at Jesus.  
Clear Sun of righteousness, shine in my path, and show me the way to the Father. 

 

Refrain 
 

I’m looking for the coming of Christ; I want to be with Jesus. 
When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus. 

 

Refrain 

 
 
*Prayer for Gathering                 from Revised Common Lectionary Prayers 
 

  All: Gracious God, perfect light of revelation, in this season of Epiphany, we celebrate how you 
  shone on the life of Jesus, who sought baptism to stand in solidarity with all who need the    
  redemptive radiance of your love and mercy. So shine in and through our lives, that we may 
  become beacons of truth and compassion, enlightening all creation with deeds of justice,    
  kindness, and peace. AMEN. 
 
Morning Psalm          based on Psalm 29:1-4, 10-11 
 

 One: Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. Ascribe to the  
  LORD the glory of his name; worship the LORD in holy splendor. 



 All: The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory thunders; the LORD, over mighty 
  waters. The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 
 One: The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king forever. 
  All: May the LORD give strength to his people! May the LORD bless his people with peace!  

 
 

CONFESSING 
 

Invitation to Confession  
 

 One: Like a great light in a land of deep darkness, the mercy of God shines on us. 
  All: Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 
  

Public Confession         from Lectionary Liturgies 
 

 One: Great and gracious God: baptized, we have not done a good job as your people. We are drawn 
  to the shadows of sin, acting as if you will not see our foolishness. We fall into the arms of   
  temptation, letting it spin us until we are out of control. We cling to the promise of your mercy 
  while failing to extend forbearance toward others. Forgive us, we pray, and cleanse us. 

  All: Cleanse us with your Spirit, so we may be restored to new life. Cleanse us with your grace,  
  so we may offer forgiveness to all people. Cleanse us with your peace, so we may bring  
  comfort and reconciliation where there is distress and hostility. This we pray in the name of 
  the One who went into the waters of baptism to wash away our sin, Jesus Christ, our Lord 
  and Savior... 
  
Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness        from Book of Common Worship       
  

 One: Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us,  
  Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 
  All: Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun.  
  Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.  
 One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 
  All: In Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. Thanks be to God. AMEN! 
 
*Gloria Patri   
 
*Call to Faithfulness          based on 1 Peter 2:9  
 

 One: We are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, 
  All: in order that we may proclaim the mighty acts of the One who calls us out of darkness  
  and into God’s marvelous light. 
 

  LISTENING 
 

Prayer for Illumination              by Stephen M. Fearing 
  

 One: Eternal God, as water splashed across our face awakens us in the morning, may your written 
  Word awaken us to your presence. 
  All: With the reading of the scriptures, we pray that by the power of the Holy Spirit, you would 
  wash us in your wisdom, bathe us in your goodness, refresh us with your grace. AMEN. 



First Testament Reading                   Isaiah 43: 15-21 

     Holy Wisdom. Holy Word.  
  Thanks be to God. 

 

†Anthem                    “Thy Perfect Love”         K. Lee Scott        
                             

Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 1:4-11 
    Holy Wisdom. Holy Word.  

    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The Message                    “”                  Pastor Fred Lyon 
 
 

RESPONDING 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism       from Book of Common Worship 

 One: Glory to you, O God—-your voice is over the waters, full of power and majesty.  
  Your word shakes the wilderness and blesses us with peace. 
  All: We give you thanks and praise for the new thing you have done in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
  Baptized by John in the Jordan, you anointed him with your Holy Spirit and claimed him  
  as your beloved Son. 
 One: We give you thanks and praise that by the grace of our baptism, you claim us as well and  
  pour out the gifts of your Spirit so that we might be dead to sin and alive to you in Christ Jesus. 
  All: Continue to pour out your Spirit upon us. Empower us to love and serve you and live as your 
  faithful people, bearing witness to the good news of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
  with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN. 
 

Song of Commitment  
“Spirit of the Living God” 

 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me;  
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.  

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.  
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 

Spirit of the living God, move among us all;  
make us one in heart and mind, make us one in love:  

humble, caring, selfless, sharing.  
Spirit of the living God, fill our lives with love. 

 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,                            
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,                          
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into                               
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power           
 and the glory forever. AMEN. 
 



Invitation to Giving         based on Hebrews 13:16 and James 1:17 
  

 One: Do good and share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.  
  All: Every generous act of giving is itself a gift from God above. 
 
Offertory 
 
*Doxology  
 
*Dedication of Tithes and Offerings 
 One: God of heaven and earth, you call us to come in humility before you, bringing the offering of  
  our very selves. As you revealed Jesus to be your Son in his baptism at the hand of John, so you 
  claim our lives in baptism, that we might die to sin and be raised to with him in a new life. 
 All: By your Spirit, confirm in our hearts the witness that Christ is Savior of the world and  
  our Lord. With these gifts we bring before you we pray that you accept all we have and are,  
  O God, in the service of Jesus Christ, and strengthen us with your Spirit’s power, now and  
  forever. AMEN. 
 

 
THE CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION   

 
Communion Hymn 

“Let Us Break Bread Together” 
Let us break bread (drink wine) together on our knees. 
Let us break bread (drink wine) together on our knees. 

When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me. 

 

Invitation 
 

Communion Prayer 
 

Preparing the Table 
 

Sharing the Bread and Cup 
 

Prayer of Thanks 
 

 One: O God, as you once claimed us through the baptism of Christ in the Spirit’s waters, we give 
  thanks that you number us among your own beloved. Grant us power to do your work, to  
  show your love, to live holy and joyful lives. 
 All: Keep us faithful in your service until Christ comes in final victory and we shall feast with all 
  your saints in the joy of your eternal realm. Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the  
  unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever.  
  AMEN. 
  
*Sending Hymn            “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized”       #70 
           
*Blessing 
 
Postlude                                             “How Lovely Shines the Morning Star”      Pachelbel 

 



 

Nancy Burton 
Buddy Stephenson's step-daughter and son 

Tim Sisson's sister 
Marcia Ingle's friend, Susan 

Kathy Robert's brother-in-law, Jimmy Montgomery 
Danny Ingle 
Marcia Ingle 

Paulette Purgason 
Chris Peace's mother & stepfather 

Kevin Grayson 
Alice Majure 
Willie Brock 

Al Ansley 
 

 

Kim Hyde's friends, Kathy & Mary 
Tandy Graham's friends Holley & Sharon 

Helen Finch’s niece, Elizabeth Koehler 
Walt Bauer 

Lynette Sisson 
Jim Day 

Beverly Nunnley 
Elna Hanley 

Mike Smith’s brother, Joseph 
Laramie Williams' sister, Carolyn 

Gale & Susan's friend, Donnell 
Beth Downing’s mother and father 

Sunday, January 9 
10am Sunday School for all ages 
11:15 am Worship (CLC/Online) 

12:15pm Cemetery Committee (Parlor) 
4pm Faith & Justice (online) 

4pm Youth Group (CLC) 
5:30 pm AA-Way Home Group (FH) 

Monday, January 10 
4pm Rollin’ Hornets 

5:00 pm Al-Anon (CLC-2nd) 
5:30 pm AA (FH) 

6pm Stephen Ministry (online) 
6:30pm AA-Men’s Step Study (CLC-2nd) 

6:30pm Boy Scout Troop 164 (FH) 
7pm Child Development Mtg (Parlor) 

Tuesday, January 11 
10am Agape Circle (Parlor) 

10:30 am Women’s Serenity (FH) 
5pm Outreach Committee (online) 

5:30 pm AA (CLC) 
6:30 pm AA-Men’s Step  (CLC-2nd floor) 

  7:00 pm Fifth Tradition (CLC GYM) 

Wednesday, January 12 
9:30am Staff Meeting (Office) 

4pm Rollin’ Hornets (CLC) 
5:30pm AA (FH) 

7pm Wednesday Night Circle (Parlor) 

Thursday, January 13  
10:30am Women’s Serenity (FH) 

2pm Senior Choir (AMC) 
5:30pm AA (FH) 

5:45pm Handbells (CLC) 
7:00pm Adult Choir (AMC) 

  7:00pm Fifth Tradition (FH) 

Friday, January 14 
5:30 pm AA (AMC) 

Saturday, January 15 
5:30 pm AA (FH) 

 

 On Sunday, January 16 we will thank Dale for his help 
with our Youth Group. On Sunday, January 23, we will 

welcome our new youth minister, Emily Hall. 

 The Church Office will be closed 1/17 in observance of 
The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service. 

THIS WEEK AT PROVIDENCE 

PRAYER LIST 

Fred Lyon, Interim Pastor 

Lal Rodawla, Associate Pastor 

Todd Barnhill, Music Director 

Ron Nice, Pianist 

 
Officers of the Week: Deb Ridgeway, Wade Davis, Kristin Dickey 

*indicates to stand if able 

†Since the musical offerings are comparable to prayers, worshipers are encouraged to express their thanks for the music by  
saying a hearty, "Amen."  



NEWS & NOTICES 

 

 Faith & Justice Meeting Today 

All are invited to virtually attend the Faith & Justice meeting today at 4pm.  Contact Gale Kinney for information. 

 The Formerly Incarcerated Speaker Event Postponement 

Due to the increase in COVID cases in our area, we have decided to postpone our “Formerly Incarcerated” Speak-

er event scheduled for January 11th.  We will look forward to hosting Ms. Funderburg with the Center for Com-

munity Transitions (CCT) at another date in the near future.  For those that are part of the Outreach Committee, 

we will move forward with our January 11th meeting as scheduled at 5:00 pm via Zoom & have a preview conver-

sation with Ms. Funderburg at the beginning of our meeting.  Please look for more information from Tamera 

Green in your inbox.  

 Habitat for Humanity Critical Home Repair Postponement 

The work on Mrs. Rush’s home has been postponed. For more information, contact Dudley Stone, 704-564-9812 

or dudleydstone@gmail.com. 

 Faith & Justice Table-Talk Event with Gene Stowe Postponement 

The Faith & Justice table-talk event with Gene Stowe (author of Inherit the Land: Jim Crow Meets Miss Maggie’s 

Will) has been postponed. For more information, contact Gale Kinney, gdkinney2@gmail.com. 

 The Literary Group on Tuesday, January 25th at 11:00am 

The Literary Group is now reading "Babbitt" by Sinclair Lewis. "Lewis’ scathing satire of middle-class America, the 

novel explores the social pressures of conformity and materialism. Set in the fictional Midwestern town of Zenith, 

"Babbitt" offers a powerful critique of the American Dream and all it entails." Come join the discussion, on zoom, 

on Tues. Jan. 25 at 11 am. Contact Adèle Daniels (adanielscs@gmail.com) for information.  

Assessment Gatherings 

During January, February, and March, time will be dedicated for the congregation to assess PPC’s strengths 
and challenges, along with expectations for the future. This process began with the Elders and Deacons 
this past November 20 and December 11.  It’s important for the congregation to take the time do as 
thorough a job as possible assessing the state of PPC. This is not only for the sake of letting candidates for 
your next Senior Pastor know what kind of church you are, but also for the sake of you knowing what kind 
of church you are heading into the future.   

Assessment Gatherings for the congregation are being scheduled on the following Sunday afternoons: 
January 23 and 30       February 13 and 27  March 6, 13, 20, and 27 

Each of these gatherings to assess PPC will include up to 25 registered participants and be held 
from 2:00pm to 4:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please call the church office or use Sign-up Genius via our 
weekly e-blast to register. Once you’ve registered, information will be sent to prepare you for the 
gathering you will be attending. I look forward to joining in this important component of PPC’s season of 
transition. 

Peace, 
Pastor Fred 



CURRENT COVID-19 MITIGATION MEASURES 

 Face coverings will be worn indoors, no matter what a person’s vaccination status is. 

 When outdoors, fully vaccinated people may not need to wear a mask, but masking anyway would be a  
generous gesture of solidarity with those who do need to mask. 

 Social distancing of six-feet is the expectation for both indoor and outdoor use of the campus. 

 All children (preschool, VBS, scouts, etc.) that are vaccinated or unvaccinated should continue wear a  
face covering and social distance (6-feet) as best as they are able. 

 Singing may take place indoors where singers can maintain social distancing (6-feet) and will continue to wear face-coverings 
throughout the duration of the worship service. 

PROVIDENCE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 10140 PROVIDENCE CHURCH LANE, CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28277-9722 

SUNDAY CHILDCARE AT PPC 

PPC CHILDCARE FAQs  

What ages will the childcare serve? Infants through 4 years of age 

What time will childcare open? 9:45am 

Where is Sunday childcare located? Childcare will be provided in the lower level of the Christian Life Center (CLC).  

Infants/crawlers will be in room # 9.  Toddlers/2s/3s/4s will be in room #13.  There will be a childcare volunteer 

available if you need assistance finding the appropriate room.   

Who will be caring for my children? We will always have a minimum of two adults consisting of volunteers as well as a 

paid childcare person helping with childcare each week.  

I would like to be a childcare volunteer. Who do I contact?  

Please email Brooks Herman at brooks-herman@carolina.rr.com 

We are proud to display a hand-carved Noah's Ark in our Children's Library. This exquisite display was 

donated by the artist, Betsy Peace. Thank you, Betsy!  


