
The Church at Worship 
The Second Sunday after Epiphany 

January 16, 2022 

11:15 AM 



Words for Silent Meditation before Worship 

Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that.  
Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.      

~Martin Luther King, Jr.~ 

 
 

GATHERING 
 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
 

†Prelude           “Lift Every Voice and Sing”         Johnson 
                            
Call to Worship               based on Isaiah 42:6-7, 9; Luke 1:46-54; Amos 5:24 
  

     One:  God sends us as a light to all nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners 
  from the dungeon—from the prison those who sit in shadow. 
       All:   Behold, former things have come to pass, and new things God now declares—before they 
  spring up, God tells us of them. 
 One: God’s mercy reveals God’s might. 
  All: Each generation discovers how God is at work. 
 One: The proud are being scattered; the rich are not smiling. 
  All: The thrones of the haughty are tumbling down. 
 One: but the lowly are lifting their voices. 
  All: The hungry are being fed with all that is right and good. 
 One: Come and experience what God is doing. 
  All: God’s new day of justice is here. 
 One: And so, let justice roll down like waters, 
  All: and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
 
*Morning Hymn           “In Christ There Is No East or West”               #440 
 
*Gathering Prayer                 adapted from Presbyterian Peace Program 
 

  All: God of all races and nations, we praise you for all your faithful servants who, like Dr. King, 
  have done justice, loved mercy, and walked humbly with you. Gather us to be among your 
  apostles, martyrs, leaders, saints—and all whose names were never in the news, but are  
  recorded in the book of life. In this hour of worship, nerve us with courage and conviction to 
  bring down dividing walls and do what it takes to build up peace, love, and understanding 
  among all God’s children. AMEN. 
 
Morning Psalm          based on Psalm 36:5-9 
 

 One: Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds. Your     
  righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your judgements are like the great deep; you save   
  humans and animals alike, O LORD. How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 
  All: All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings. They feast on the abundance of your 
  house, and you give them drink from the river of your delights. For with you is the fountain  
  of life; in your light we see light. 



CONFESSING 
 

Invitation to Confession          based on 1 John 1:8-9 
 

 One: If we say we are without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
  All: But when we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse 
  us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Public Confession         adapted from Dr. King 
 

 One: Eternal God, out of whose absolute power and infinite intelligence the whole universe has come 
  into being, we humbly confess that too often we have not loved you with all our hearts, souls 
  and minds, nor loved our neighbors as Christ loved us. As we look within ourselves, we are  
  confronted with the appalling fact that too often we live as if we are in revolt against you. 

  All: Forgive us when we live by our own selfish impulses rather than by the life of sacrificial love  
  as revealed by Christ. Forgive us when we give in order to receive. Forgive us when we hate 
  our enemies. Forgive us when we go the first mile but dare not travel the second. Forgive us 
  when we forgive others, but refuse to forget. 
 One: Have mercy upon us, O God. Forgive us for what we could have been but failed to be. 
  All: Give us the intelligence to know your will. Give us the courage to do your will. Give us the 
  devotion to love your will... 
  
Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness                   adapted from Dr. King  
  

 One: We must develop and maintain the capacity to forgive. Those who are devoid of the power to 
  forgive are devoid of the power to love. 
  All: There is some good in the worst of us and some evil in the best of us. When we discover this, 
  we are less prone to hate our enemies.  
 One: Friends, hear and believe the good news. 
  All: Through the love of Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God. AMEN! 
 
*Gloria Patri   
 
*Call to Faithfulness                                     Dr. King  
 

 One: You cannot forgive up to 490 times without forgiveness becoming a part of the habit structure  
  of your being. 
  All: Forgiveness is not an occasional act; it is a permanent attitude. 
 

  LISTENING 
 

Prayer for Illumination       from Book of Common Worship 
  

 One: Pour out your Holy Spirit, O God, and prepare our hearts to accept your Word. Silence in us 
  any voice but your own, that hearing, we may obey your will. 
  All: Guide us by your Word and Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in your truth find  
  freedom, and in your will discover your peace. AMEN. 
 
 



 

Epistle Reading                    1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

     Holy Wisdom. Holy Word.  
  Thanks be to God. 

 

†Anthem                  “Sing Praise to Him”            Douglas L. Ipson       
                  Chancel Choir  

                             
Gospel Reading                                                      John 2:1-11 

    Holy Wisdom. Holy Word.  
    Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The Message                           “Holy Vintage”                  Pastor Fred Lyon 
 
 
 

RESPONDING 

 

*Hymn           “There Is a Balm in Gilead”    #394 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,                           
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,                         
  and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into                              
  temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power          
  and the glory forever. AMEN. 
 
Invitation to Giving                            based on Romans 6:13, 12:1 
  

 One: Along with our tithes and offerings, let us present ourselves to God as those who have been 
  delivered from death to life.  
  All: Let us all present ourselves as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God. 
 
*Doxology  
 
*Dedication of Tithes and Offerings 
 

 One: Gracious God, you create us and love us and join us to live together as sisters and brothers in 
  Christ. We thank you for the legacy of Dr. King, as well as for all your children who have been 
  filled with your holy vision for our lives and who have worked to bring that vision into reality.  
  All: Fill us, too, with your vision as we present these gifts to you—that we would share them  
  according to your will and ways, working to build the beloved community and the common 
  good where everyone is welcomed, all are valued, power is shared, privilege is no more, and all 
  your children know wholeness and wellbeing. AMEN. 
 
 
 



 
*A Litany on the Beloved Community          adapted from Dr. King 
 

 One: Love is creative and redemptive. Love builds up and unites. 
  All: Hate tears down and destroys. 
 One: The aftermath of the ‘fight with fire’ method is bitterness and chaos. 
  All: The aftermath of the love method is reconciliation and creation of the Beloved Community. 
 One: Physical force can repress, restrain, coerce, destroy. 
  All: But it cannot create and organize anything permanent—only love can do that. 
 One: The end is reconciliation; the end is redemption; the end is the creation of the Beloved  
  Community. It is this type of spirit and this type of love that can transform opponents  
  into friends. 
  All: It is this type of understanding goodwill that will transform the deep gloom of the old age  
  into the exuberant gladness of the new age. It is this love which will bring about miracles in 
  the hearts of humankind. 
 
*Sending Hymn                      “Lord, Make Us More Holy”                #536 
           
*Blessing 
 
Postlude                                                      “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”            J.S. Bach 

 

 

 

Fred Lyon, Interim Pastor 

Lal Rodawla, Associate Pastor 

Todd Barnhill, Music Director 

Ron Nice, Pianist 

 
Officers of the Week: Marsha Garver, Jim Croom, Christy Smith 

*indicates to stand if able 

†Since the musical offerings are comparable to prayers, worshipers are encouraged to express their thanks for the music by  
saying a hearty, "Amen."  
 
    
 
 
  
 
 
 

 

   



 

Nancy Burton 
Buddy Stephenson's step-daughter and son 

Tim Sisson's sister 
Marcia Ingle's friend, Susan 

Kathy Robert's brother-in-law, Jimmy Montgomery 
Danny Ingle 
Marcia Ingle 

Paulette Purgason 
Chris Peace's mother & stepfather 

Kevin Grayson 
Alice Majure 
Willie Brock 

Al Ansley 
 

 

Kim Hyde's friends, Kathy & Mary 
Tandy Graham's friends Holley & Sharon 

Helen Finch’s niece, Elizabeth Koehler 
Walt Bauer 

Lynette Sisson 
Jim Day 

Beverly Nunnley 
Elna Hanley 

Mike Smith’s brother, Joseph 
Laramie Williams' sister, Carolyn 

Gale & Susan's friend, Donnell 
Beth Downing’s mother and father 

Sunday, January 16 
10am Sunday School for all ages 
11:15am Worship (CLC/Online) 

12:30pm Session (FH) 
4pm Youth Group (CLC) 

5:30pm AA-Way Home Group (FH) 

Monday, January 17—Office Closed 
10:30am Monday Manna (online) 

4pm Rollin’ Hornets 
5:00pm Al-Anon (CLC-2nd) 

5:30pm AA (FH) 
6:30pm AA-Men’s Step Study (CLC-2nd) 

6:30pm Boy Scout Troop 164 (FH) 

Tuesday, January 18 
9:30am Sisters (CLC-2nd) 

10:00 am Women’s Serenity (FH) 

11:30am Like Naomi (Trio’s Restaurant) 

5:30pm AA (CLC) 
6:30pm AA-Men’s Step  (CLC-2nd floor) 

  7:00pm Fifth Tradition (CLC GYM) 
7:00pm Historic Preservation (online) 

Wednesday, January 19 
9:00am Jack Howard (AMC) 

9:30am Staff Meeting (Office) 
10:00am Preschool Chapel (Sanctuary) 

4pm Rollin’ Hornets (CLC) 
5:30pm AA (FH) 

Thursday, January 20  
10:00am Preschool Chapel (Sanctuary) 

10:00am Women’s Serenity (FH) 
2pm Senior Choir (AMC) 

5:30pm AA (FH) 
5:45pm Handbells (CLC) 

6:00pm Esther (Arboretum Panera) 
7:00pm Adult Choir (AMC) 

  7:00pm Fifth Tradition (FH) 

Friday, January 21 
7:00am Men’s Fellowship (FH) 

5:30 pm AA (AMC) 

Saturday, January 22 
5:30 pm AA (FH) 

 

THIS WEEK AT PROVIDENCE 

PRAYER LIST 

SUNDAY CHILDCARE AT PPC 

 

Childcare is offer for Infants through 4 years of age. We open at 9:45am and are located on the lower level 
of the CLC (Preschool area). Infants/crawlers will be in room #9. Toddlers/2’s/3’s/4’s will be in room #13. 

 
There will be a childcare volunteer available if you need assistance finding the appropriate room. We will 
always have a minimum of two adults consisting of volunteers as  well as a paid childcare person helping 
with childcare each week. If you’d like to be a helper/volunteer with our childcare program, please contact 
Brooks Herman at brooks-herman@carolina.rr.com 



NEWS & NOTICES 
 

 Session Meeting today at 12:30pm in the Fellowship Hall or Online 

 The Church Office will be closed tomorrow, Monday, January 17 in honor of the Birthday of the  
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 On Tuesday, January 18, Naomi Circle will meet at Trio’s Restaurant at 11:30am.  
For more information contact Marilyn Neubert at 860-328-2218. Historic Preservation will meet online via Zoom 
at 7:00pm. 

 On Tuesday, January 25, the Literary Group will meet online via Zoom at 11:00am the group is now reading 
Babbitt by Sinclair Lewis. "Lewis’ scathing satire of middle-class America, the novel explores the social pressures of 
conformity and materialism. Set in the fictional Midwestern town of Zenith, "Babbitt" offers a powerful critique of 
the American Dream and all it entails." Contact Adèle Daniels for information.  In  addition, the PPC Book Club 
7:00pm in the Parlor. They are reading This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger. The facilitator will be Elizabeth 
Whitehead. For more information, contact Leigh Myers. 

 Community Outreach Committee: FOOD DRIVE 
January 16 - February 27, 2022 
Supporting Loaves & Fishes 

 Please bring the following items beginning this Sunday! You can bring items every week when you attend  
 worship, meetings or just want to visit our beautiful campus! You can also just make a single donation drop. 

 Here’s what the priority needs are: 

 canned fruit low in sugar or in juice 
 canned meat (tuna, chicken) 
 pastas (canned or dry box) 
 cereal low in sugar 
 low sodium canned vegetables 
 corn muffin mix    Please remember NO GLASS!  

Let’s show Loaves & Fishes how much we believe in what they are doing for our neighbors! 

ASSESSMENT GATHERINGS 

During January, February, and March, time will be dedicated for the congregation to assess PPC’s strengths 
and challenges, along with expectations for the future. This process began with the Elders and Deacons 
this past November 20 and December 11.  It’s important for the congregation to take the time do as 
thorough a job as possible assessing the state of PPC. This is not only for the sake of letting candidates for 
your next Senior Pastor know what kind of church you are, but also for the sake of you knowing what kind 
of church you are heading into the future.   

Assessment Gatherings for the congregation are being scheduled on the following Sunday afternoons: 
January 23 and 30       February 13 and 27  March 6, 13, 20, and 27 

Each of these gatherings to assess PPC will include up to 25 registered participants and be held 
from 2:00pm to 4:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please call the church office or use Sign-up Genius via our 
weekly e-blast to register. Once you’ve registered, information will be sent to prepare you for the 
gathering you will be attending. I look forward to joining in this important component of PPC’s season of 
transition. 

Peace, 
Pastor Fred 



CURRENT COVID-19 MITIGATION MEASURES 

 Face coverings will be worn indoors, no matter what a person’s vaccination status is. 

 When outdoors, fully vaccinated people may not need to wear a mask, but masking anyway would be a  
generous gesture of solidarity with those who do need to mask. 

 Social distancing of six-feet is the expectation for both indoor and outdoor use of the campus. 

 All children (preschool, VBS, scouts, etc.) that are vaccinated or unvaccinated should continue wear a  
face covering and social distance (6-feet) as best as they are able. 

 Singing may take place indoors where singers can maintain social distancing (6-feet) and will continue to wear face-coverings 
throughout the duration of the worship service. 

PROVIDENCE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 10140 PROVIDENCE CHURCH LANE, CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28277-9722 

VISIT OUR WEBPAGE AT:  

https://ppc1767.org/event/celebration-of-the-rev-dr-martin-luther-king-jr/  

FOR RESOURCES & EVENTS SURROUNDING THIS WEEKEND’S CELEBRATION OF 

THE BIRTHDAY OF THE REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR! 


