
The Church at Worship 

Epiphany Sunday 
January 2, 2022 

11:15 AM 



Words for Silent Meditation before Worship 

Epiphany highlights God’s revelation in Jesus Christ. In particular, we celebrate God’s promise and purpose to the nations 
of the world, for as the magi came from afar to worship the Christ child, so God’s covenant of grace is extended to all who 
believe the good news of Christ Jesus. The symbolism of light not only reminds us of the star that guided the magi, but also 

signals the bright dawning of the divine in Christ.       
~from www.presbyterianmission.org~ 

 
 

GATHERING 
 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
 
Prelude                “The Year Is Passed Away”   J.S. Bach 
                            
Call to Worship           from Book of Common Worship 
  

     One:  Everlasting God, radiance of faithful souls, you bring the nations to your light and kings  
  to the brightness of your rising: 
       All:   You fill the world with your glory, and show yourself to all the nations through Christ,  
  who is the true light and the bright morning star. 
    One:   And so we kneel down to worship him. 
       All:   Yes, we lift up our hearts to honor and praise him. 
     
*Morning Hymn                          “What Child Is This”        #53 
 
*Prayer for Gathering           from Book of Common Worship 
 

  All: God of endless light, you sent a star—rising from darkness, guiding seekers and sages, 
  overwhelming us with joy. Let the splendor of your dawning light grow in us and in all  
  the world until the whole creation shines with your glory; through Jesus Christ, who lives  
  and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
Morning Psalm         based on Psalm 96 
 

 One: O sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. Sing to the LORD, bless his name;  
  tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works 
  among all the peoples. For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; he is to be revered above  
  all gods. For all the gods of the peoples are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. Honor and  
  majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 
  All: Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the lord glory and strength. Ascribe  
  to the lord the glory due his name; bring an offering, and come into his courts. Worship the 
  LORD in holy splendor; tremble before him, all the earth. Say among the nations, “The LORD 
  is king! The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved. He will judge the peoples with 
  equity.” 
 One: Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it; let the field 
  exult, and everything in it. 
  All: Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the LORD; for he is coming, for he is 
  coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with 
  his truth.  



CONFESSING 
 

Invitation to Confession  
 
 One: Like a great light in a land of deep darkness, the mercy of God shines on us. 
  All: Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 
  
Public Confession     
 
 One: God of mighty deeds and tender mercy, we confess that there’s a bit of Herod in each of us, 
  which isn’t an easy thing to admit. But too often we look out for our own self-interests even 
  though Jesus expects us to do what advances the common good. Too often we stand on our 
  sense of privilege over others even though Jesus calls us to use our influence to lift up the lowly. 
  Too often we expect to be served when Jesus teaches us to be servants of all. 

  All: Nerve us to follow the example of Jesus, the living Christ—who seeks what’s best for all, who 
  never abuses his power, who for all his sovereignty stands in solidarity with our human  
  condition so to lead us along the path of salvation, starting with his birth in a stable. Deliver 
  us from selfish desires, help us to nurture Christ-centered community and, whenever Herod 
  beckons, show us how to go home by another way... 
  
Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness      from Ann Weems’ “The Christmas Spirit”         
  

  One: The Christmas spirit 
      is that hope 
           which tenaciously clings 
              to the hearts of the faithful; 
   All: and announces 
       in the face 
    of any Herod the world can produce 
    and all the inn doors slammed in our faces 
    and all the dark nights of our souls 
  One: that with God 
    all things still are possible, 
   All: that even now 
       unto us 
    a child is born! 
  One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: 
   All: In Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. AMEN! 
 
 
*Gloria Patri   
 
*Call to Faithfulness          based on Ephesians 5:8-10  
 

 One: Once you were darkness, but now in Christ you are light. 
  All: Live as children of light. 
 One: For the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 
  All: Try to find out what is pleasing to God.   
 
 
 
  



  LISTENING 
 

Prayer for Illumination       from Book of Common Worship 
 One: Holy One, giver of all light, lift up our hearts and minds to Christ, the morning star that  
  never fades. 
  All: By the light of your Holy Spirit, revel to us your saving Word and lead us to offer our lives to 
  you in service and in love. AMEN. 
 
Epistle Reading                              Ephesians 3:1-9 

     Holy Wisdom. Holy Word.  
  Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem                     “”                

                             
 
Gospel Reading                                                 Matthew 2:1-15 

  Holy Wisdom. Holy Word.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The Message                       “Having Been Warned”               Pastor Fred Lyon 
 
 

RESPONDING 
 

*Hymn              “As with Gladness Men of Old”      #63 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
  

  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,                           
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,                         
  and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into                              
  temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power          
  and the glory forever. AMEN. 
 
Invitation to Giving 
 
 One: As the magi offered gifts 



 

 
*Doxology  
 

*Dedication of Tithes and Offerings 
 

  All: Loving God: we give you thanks for Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.  
  Receive the gifts we offer in union with Christ’s gift for us.  
  Clothe us with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience,  
  that we may be Christ for others.  
  In his name we pray. Amen. 
 
Affirmation of Faith        Phil. 2:5-11 
 

  All: Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as  
  something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 
  human likeness. And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient 
  to the point of death— even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and 
  gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
  bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess to the 
  glory of God: Jesus Christ is Lord! AMEN.  
 
*Sending Hymn                  “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”        #29 
           
*Blessing 
 

*Postlude                                                     “In Thee Is Gladness”           Marcel Dupre 

 

Fred Lyon, Interim Pastor 

Lal Rodawla, Associate Pastor 

Todd Barnhill, Music Director 

Ron Nice, Pianist 

Officers of the Week: Angela Sinnett, Leigh Myers, John Garver 

*indicates to stand if able 

 
 
    
 
 
  
 
 
 

 

   



 

+Family and Friends of Lynn Heffner 
who died, 12/18/21 

 
+Family and Friends of Dave Green 

(brother of Ron Green) 
who died, 12/16/21 

 
+Family and Friends of Sue Hardee 

who died on 12/14/21 
 

Nancy Burton 
Buddy Stephenson's step-daughter and son 

Tim Sisson's sister 
Diane Baker's mom, Mosie Grotophorst 

Marcia Ingle's friend, Susan 
Tamera Green's friend, Stephanie Walker 

Kathy Robert's brother-in-law, Jimmy Montgomery 
Danny Ingle 
Marcia Ingle 

Ken Bryan 
 

 

 

Paulette Purgason 
Chris Peace's mother & stepfather 

Kevin Grayson 
Alice Majure 
Willie Brock 

Al Ansley 
Kim Hyde's friends, Kathy & Mary 

Tandy Graham's friends Holley & Sharon 
Helen Finch’s niece, Elizabeth Koehler 

Walt Bauer 
Lynette Sisson 

Ron Green's father, Ron Sr. 
Jim Day 

Jim Day's friend, Missy 
Beverly Nunnley 

Elna Hanley 
Mike Smith’s brother, Joseph 

Laramie Williams' sister, Carolyn 
Gale & Susan's friend, Donnell 

Beth Downing’s mother and father 

+For all those grieving the loss of a loved one, 
especially this time of the year. 

Sunday, December 26 
11:15 am Worship (CLC/Online) 

5:30 pm AA-Way Home Group (FH) 

 

Monday, December 27—Office Closed 
5:00 pm Al-Anon (CLC-Middle School Classroom) 

5:30 pm AA (FH) 
 

Tuesday, December 28 
10:00 am Women’s Serenity (FH) 

5:30 pm AA (CLC) 
6:30 pm AA-Men’s Step  (CLC-2nd floor) 

  7:00 pm Fifth Tradition (CLC GYM) 

 

Wednesday, December 29 
1:00 pm Heffner Celebration of Life (Sanctuary) 

5:30 pm AA (FH) 

 

 

Thursday, December 30 
10:30 am Women’s Serenity (FH) 

5:30 pm AA (FH) 
  7:00 pm Fifth Tradition (FH) 

 

Friday, December 31 
5:30 pm AA (AMC) 

 

Saturday, January 1, 2022 
5:30 pm AA (FH) 

 

The Church Office will be closed 1/3. 

THIS WEEK AT PROVIDENCE 

PRAYER LIST 



NEWS & NOTICES 

 

 Sunday School for All Ages (Children, Youth, & Adults) will resume next Sunday,  Jan 9, 2022. 

 The Outreach Committee will host an informative conversation with Patrice Funderburg, Executive Director of 

the Center for Community Transitions (CCT). Ms. Funderburg will help us scratch the surface in our understanding 

of the current situation facing the formerly incarcerated. We will be meeting on January 11th at 5:00 pm in the 

Fellowship Hall. If you have any questions please contact Tamera Green at tgreen@viridianmarketing.com. 

 Habitat Project in January 2022 

Providence Presbyterian Church will be repairing the home of Mrs. Linda Rush in the Hidden Valley 

Neighborhood. Mrs. Rush has lived in the house since 1989 and is active in the community. The Habitat Critical 

Home Repair (HCHR) program identifies homes with unsafe or woefully inadequate living conditions. Like 

Habitat's new home construction projects, sponsors (such as Providence Presbyterian Church) contribute money, 

materials and labor to make repairs. Since 1995 PPC has sponsored and helped build six new homes in Matthews 

and completed 11 Critical Home Repairs in Charlotte. PPC has contributed over $250,000 in sponsor money and 

22,000 woman/man-hours of volunteer time. This will be our third house in the Hidden Valley neighborhood. This 

year, as in the past, PPC will sponsor the house with proceeds from the Tim Lipka Golf Tournament. We will be 

working on Mrs. Rush's house on January 6, 7 and 12. We need volunteers for full or half days. We will work from 

9:00 to 4:00 each day. If you would like to volunteer please call, text or email Dudley Stone 704-564 9812 and 

dudleydstone@gmail.com. 

 Faith & Justice Event 

A local author, Gene Stowe, will speak at a soup supper in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, January 16 at 5:00pm. 

His book, Inherit the Land: Jim Crow Meets Miss Maggie’s Will takes place in early 20th-century Union 

County. Two spinster sisters leave their extensive farmland to neighbors - a Black man and his daughter. Stowe 

recounts the story of the legal fight in which an all-white jury awarded the estate to the African American 

family.  Providence members will recognize some folks in the story. A main character is the grandfather of our 

own Joe And Dick Hudson, whose grandfather was the executor of the estate and fought to preserve the 

provisions of the Will. Stowe will share clips of the film, "Inherit the Land" and will have a book signing following 

the discussion. We encourage you to join us for this evening of good food and fellowship.  

 The Literary Group is now reading "Babbitt" by Sinclair Lewis. "Lewis’ scathing satire of middle-class America, the 

novel explores the social pressures of conformity and materialism. Set in the fictional Midwestern town of Zenith, 

"Babbitt" offers a powerful critique of the American Dream and all it entails." Come join the discussion, on zoom, 

on Tues. Jan. 25 at 11 am. Contact Adèle Daniels (adanielscs@gmail.com) for information.  



CURRENT COVID-19 MITIGATION MEASURES 

 Face coverings will be worn indoors, no matter what a person’s vaccination status is. 

 When outdoors, fully vaccinated people may not need to wear a mask, but masking anyway would be a  
generous gesture of solidarity with those who do need to mask. 

 Social distancing of six-feet is the expectation for both indoor and outdoor use of the campus. 

 All children (preschool, VBS, scouts, etc.) that are vaccinated or unvaccinated should continue wear a  
face covering and social distance (6-feet) as best as they are able. 

 Singing may take place indoors where singers can maintain social distancing (6-feet) and will continue to wear face-coverings 
throughout the duration of the worship service. 

PROVIDENCE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 10140 PROVIDENCE CHURCH LANE, CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28277-9722 

SUNDAY CHILDCARE AT PPC 

We are delighted that we will begin offering childcare again for Sunday School and for the in-person 11:15am  

worship service starting on January 9, 2022. We have provided some FAQs below, but please lookout for more  

details about the plans for childcare as well as COVID Protocols.  

PPC CHILDCARE FAQs  

What ages will the childcare serve? Infants through 4 years of age 

What time will childcare open? 9:45am 

Where is Sunday childcare located? Childcare will be provided in the lower level of the Christian Life Center (CLC).  

Infants/crawlers will be in room # 9.  Toddlers/2s/3s/4s will be in room #13.  There will be a childcare volunteer 

available if you need assistance finding the appropriate room.   

Who will be caring for my children? We will always have a minimum of two adults consisting of volunteers as well as a 

paid childcare person helping with childcare each week.  

I would like to be a childcare volunteer. Who do I contact?  

Please email Brooks Herman at brooks-herman@carolina.rr.com 


