
The Church at Worship 

The Second Sunday of Advent—Holy Communion 
December 5, 2021 

11:15 AM 



Words for Silent Meditation before Worship 

Why are you cast down, O my soul, 
    and why are you disquieted within me? 
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 

    my help and my God. 
~Psalm 42:5~ 

 
 

GATHERING 
 
 

Prelude         “Praise Ye The Lord of Hosts”  Camille Saint-Saens 
                        (Christmas Oratorio)  
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Moment for Music                  Todd Barnhill 
 
Advent 2: The Hope Candle    
  One:    We are on the lookout for a messiah in a manger, a savior in swaddling clothes. 
        All:  We light candles to celebrate our trust in the advent of the Christ Child— 
     One:  who redeems us from the wilderness of our lives, 
         All:  who is the hope of God with us, 
      One:  who is the joy of our salvation,  
         All:  who inspires our courage. 
      One:  On this Second Sunday of Advent, we light the Wilderness and Hope Candles. 
  
Lighting of the Advent Candle            Bob and Phyllis Edwards 
 
Response to the Light                  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”       #9 

Verse 2 
 

    O come, thou wisdom from on high, who orderest all things mightily,  
       to us the path of knowledge show; and teach us in her ways to go. 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
 
Call to Worship  
     One:  The angel Gabriel came to Mary and said, “Greetings favored one! The Lord is with you.” 
       All:   But Mary was much perplexed by his words... 
    One:   Gabriel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God... 
       All:   And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus... 
    One:   He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, 
        All:  and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.” 
    One:  Let us worship the Word made flesh who draws near. 
       All:  Let us prepare our hearts to receive the light of the world. 
 
*Morning Hymn                 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”       #8 



*Prayer for Gathering                     adapted from Book of Common Worship 
 Who are we, Lord God, that you should come to us? Yet you have visited your people and redeemed 
 us in your Son. As we prepare to celebrate his birth, make our hearts leap for joy at the sound of  
 your word, and move us by your Spirit to bless your wonderful works. We ask this through him 
 whose coming is certain, whose day draws near, your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
 with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. AMEN.  
 
Morning Psalm                           adapted from Psalm 96 
  One:  O sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
  All: Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day. 
 One: Worship the LORD in holy splendor; tremble before him, all the earth. 
  All: Say among the nations, “The LORD is king!” The world is firmly established;                             
  it shall never be moved. He will judge the peoples with equity.” 
 One: Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it;                  
  let the field exult, and everything in it. 
  All: Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the LORD;                                               
  for he is coming, for he is coming to judge the earth. 
 One: He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with his truth. 
 

 
CONFESSING 

 
 

Invitation to Confession              
 One: God makes no distinctions among us — the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous. 
  All: Indeed, everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.                                       
  Confessing our sins, we depend on God’s generosity and grace. 
 One: Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 
   
Public Confession      adapted from Where the Broken Gather, Year B 
 How can this be, Holy One of Advent? We would put the powerful on pedestals, but you send the 
 lowly to remind us of our call to be servants. We would stock our pantries with more and more,     
 but you send our friends to our door, collecting for those who hunger and thirst for hope. We would 
 listen to seasonal sounds of sales, but you send the angels to carol to us of the promises made to all. 
 Forgive us, Hope of the world. As we watch for your coming, may we see the need around us;           
 as we prepare to celebrate your birth, may we live with open hearts; as we long for healing and hope, 
 may we discover it in the Babe of Bethlehem, Jesus the Christ, sent for us.  
 
Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness                  
 One: The good news is not just announced to all people, it is indeed, for all people. For the proud,    
  as well as the humble; for the rich, and for the poor; for those who have found faith, and those 
  who long for it. 
  All: Our hearts rejoice in the promises, and our souls rejoice in the One who has come to us, 
  bringing hope, joy, and peace into our lives. Thanks be to God. AMEN! 
 
*Gloria Patri    



*Call to Faithfulness                  Romans 12:1-2 
 One:  I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies     
  as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
  All: Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds,        
  so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 

 
LISTENING 

 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
First Testament Reading                    Titus 2:11-14 

     Holy Wisdom. Holy Word.  
  Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem                    “Every Valley”                   John Ness Beck 
                                Chancel Choir  
 
Gospel Reading                                                      Luke 1:26-38 

  Holy Wisdom. Holy Word.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The Message                       “How Can This Be?”                       Lal Rodawla 
 

 

RESPONDING 
 

*Hymn                “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?”        #11 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,                            
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,                          
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into                               
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power           
 and the glory forever. AMEN. 
 

Invitation to Giving 
 
Offertory 

 
*Doxology  
 

*Dedication of Tithes and Offerings 
  Gracious God, teach us to give thanks in all circumstances, for you are always with us.               

 Thank you for the privilege of sharing what we have with others, of giving ourselves away in love, 
 and of receiving the gifts that others share with us. With our whole being, spirit and soul and body, 
 we rejoice in you. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



THE CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

“Be Known to Us in Breaking Bread” 
 

Be known to us in breaking bread, 
But do not then depart; 

Savior, abide with us, and spread 
Thy table in our heart. 

 
Invitation     

Prayer   
Preparing the Table  

Sharing the Bread and Cup  
Silent Reflection   

Thanks  
 

 
 
*Sending Hymn                  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”           #31 
           
*Blessing 
 

*Postlude                                        “O Thou That Tellest Good Tidings To Zion”  G.F. Handel 

 

Fred Lyon, Interim Pastor 

Lal Rodawla, Associate Pastor 

Todd Barnhill, Music Director 

Ron Nice, Pianist 

Officers of the Week: Laura Grayson, Jeremy Barron, Dani Phillips 

*indicates to stand if able 

 
 
 

 

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES IN DECEMBER 

Deacon's Fund Collection  
Contact: Kevin Johnson, 29johnson.kevin@gmail.com 

 

Hat, Glove, Scarf Drive for Crisis Assistance Ministry 
Drop-off bins will be located in the foyer of the CLC. Questions? Contact Gale Kinney, gdkinney2@gmail.com 

 
Matthews Help Center 

We are invited to help sort, “price” toys, to help set up the store, and to work in the store. 
If you are interested, contact Mary Lee Hayes via e-mail, mlhayes1446@gmail.com or call 704 846-1748. 

Dec. 4 & 11, Sort items at the Matthews Help Center, 9:00am—Noon. 
Dec. 13, Bring toys from MHC to Matthews Community Center and set up, 9:00am—7:00pm. 

Dec. 14 & 15, Assist with client shopping, 9am—1pm and 12:30pm—4:30pm. 



Diane Baker’s mom, Mosie Grotophorst 
Danny & Marcia Ingle 

Ken Bryan 
Danny & Marcia Ingle 

Chris Peace’s mother & stepfather 
Kevin Grayson 
Alice Majure 
Willie Brock 

Al Ansley 
Jim Day 

Beverly Nunnley 
Elna Hanley 
Walt Bauer 

Lynette Sisson 

Marcia Ingle’s friend, Susan 
Tamera Green’s friend, Stephanie Walker 

Kathy Robert’s brother-in-law, Jimmy Montgomery 
Tandy Graham’s friends, Holley Watts and Sharon                                                                                           

Kim Hyde’s uncle and friends Kathy and Mary 
Helen Finch’s niece, Elizabeth Koehler 

Ron Green’s brother, Dave and father Ron Green, Sr. 
Mike Smith’s brother, Joseph 

Laramie Williams sister, Carolyn 
Jim Day’s friend, Missy York 

Gale Kinney & Susan Patterson’s friend, Donnell 
Beth Downing’s parents, Stan and Susan 

 

Sunday, December 5—Hope Candle 
10:00 am Advent Festival (FH) 

10:00 am Faith Foundations (AMC-402) 
10:00 am Sunday School (Hybrid) 

11:15 am Worship & Holy Communion (CLC/Online) 
4:00 pm Youth Group 

5:00 pm Faith & Justice (FH) 
5:30 pm AA-Way Home Group (FH) 

Monday, December 6 
10:30 am Monday Manna (Online) 

4:00 pm Rollin’ Hornets (CLC) 
5:00 pm Al-Anon (CLC-Middle School Classroom) 

5:30 pm AA (FH) 
6:30 pm Boy Scout Troop 164 (CLC) 

Tuesday, December 7 
10:00 am Women’s Serenity (FH) 

5:30 pm AA (CLC) 
6:30 pm AA-Men’s Step  (CLC-2nd floor) 

  7:00 pm Fifth Tradition (CLC GYM) 

 

Wednesday, December 8 
9:30 am Staff Meeting 

10:00 am Preschool Chapel (Sanctuary) 
10:00 am Trinity Prayer Group (Online) 

5:30 pm AA (FH) 
7:00 pm Wednesday Night Circle (Off-Campus) 

Thursday, December 9 
10:00 am Preschool Chapel (Sanctuary)   

10:30 am Women’s Serenity (FH) 
2:00 pm Senior Choir (AMC) 

5:30 pm AA (FH) 
5:45 pm Handbells (CLC Gym) 

6:45 pm “Only Love” Rehearsal (CLC Gym) 
  7:00 pm Fifth Tradition (FH) 

Friday, December 10 
7:00 am Men’s Fellowship (FH) 

5:30 pm AA (FH) 

Saturday, December 11 
9:00 am Music Ministry Rehearsal (CLC) 

5:30 pm AA (FH) 

Kim Preston 12/5, Bill LaGrone 12/7, Kathy Bickett 12/8, Sharon Lamparter 12/8, Jill Maxwell 12/8, 
Rebecca Kurtz 12/9, Scott Cornelison 12/10, Kathie Gazda 12/10, Julie Nussman 12/11, 

Thomas Heiskell 12/12, Charlie Teal 12/12  

THIS WEEK AT PROVIDENCE 

PRAYER LIST 

BIRTHDAYS 

Christmas Eve Worship 
4:30 (CLC) & 8:30 PM (SANCTUARY) 



NEWS & NOTICES 

 Change of Date: Faith & Justice will meet TODAY at 5:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall and not next Sunday, Dec. 12. 

 Our new Chair of the Childcare Committee is Brooks Herman. We are looking for members of the church to serve on the 

committee. We would like to start offering childcare again in January but there is a lot of work to be done before then. 

The main job of the committee would be to make sure we have volunteers for childcare each week. Brooks is also look-

ing for a co-chair. Those who are interested can email Brooks at brooks-herman@carolina.rr.com.  

 The Outreach Committee will host an informative conversation with Patrice Funderburg, Executive Director of the Cen-

ter for Community Transitions (CCT). Ms. Funderburg will help us scratch the surface in our understanding of the cur-

rent situation facing the formerly incarcerated. We will be meeting on January 11th at 5:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. If 

you have any questions please contact Tamera Green at tgreen@viridianmarketing.com. 

SEASON OF ADVENT 

Dec. 5—Hope Candle 

Dec. 12—Joy Candle 

Dec. 19—Courage Candle 

 

 Copies of our Daily Advent Devotional Booklet may also be found by the entry doors to the CLC  

 Children’s Advent Fellowship Hour is next Sunday, December 12 at 10:00 am. 

 The Adult Choir will present a Christmas Cantata “Only Love” next Sunday, December 12 at 3:00 pm. 

 Information for our Christmas Flowers & Wreath Donations may be found on the back cover of this bulletin. 

Deadline is this Wednesday, December 15 for all donations! 

Christmas Cantata 
Come experience the glory of Christmas in our choir’s Christmas 

Concert “Only Love” on Sunday, December 12 at 3:00 PM in the 

CLC! Under the baton of Maestro Todd Barnhill, the choir will 

be joined by instrumentalists from the Charlotte Symphony 

Orchestra with accompaniment by Titular Organist, Ron Nice. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES! 

Sunday School for all ages (children, youth, adults) will resume after the Christmas holiday on 

Sunday, January 9, 2022. 



CURRENT COVID-19 MITIGATION MEASURES 

 Face coverings will be worn indoors, no matter what a person’s vaccination status is. 

 When outdoors, fully vaccinated people may not need to wear a mask, but masking anyway would be a  

generous gesture of solidarity with those who do need to mask. 

 Social distancing of six-feet is the expectation for both indoor and outdoor use of the campus. 

 All children (preschool, VBS, scouts, etc.) that are vaccinated or unvaccinated should continue wear a  

face covering and social distance (6-feet) as best as they are able. 

 Singing may take place indoors where singers can maintain social distancing (6-feet) and will continue to wear 

face-coverings throughout the duration of the worship service. 

Christmas Decorating Fund 
Memorial & Honorarium Dedications 

 
During the Advent and Christmas season, we decorate our campus with wreaths and poinsettias. 
Their vivid reds and greens call to mind past Christmases and the loved ones who celebrated them 
with us. You can make a dedication to a loved one with a $10 donation for up to two names (or the 
name of a group). The names of those you wish to honor and/or remember will be printed on a 
special insert for the Christmas Eve services. 
 
The funds donated will be used to help offset the cost of fresh wreaths and poinsettias to beautify 
the campus and enrich our worship experience during this season. (Please note that unlike the 
Easter lilies, you are NOT purchasing a poinsettia; only a limited number of these are ordered.)  
 
If you wish to make a dedication: 
 Use this form and place it in the offering plate with your check by Sunday, December 12 
 (or) turn it in to Tricia, the office administrator, by Wednesday, December 15 
 (or) use sign-up on our webpage here:  https://ppc1767.org/event/advent-christmas-2021 

 
Please print clearly. 
Given in honor of  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

     ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Given in memory of  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

                                 ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Given by: _____________________________________________________ 
 

Total Amount ($10 per dedication) $_________________ DEADLINE IS DECEMBER 15 

CUT & MAIL FOR CHRISTMAS DECORATING FUND! 

PROVIDENCE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 10140 PROVIDENCE CHURCH LANE, CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28277-9722 

https://ppc1767.org/event/advent-christmas-2021

