
The Church at Worship 

The First Sunday after Christmas 
December 26, 2021 

11:15 AM 



Words for Silent Meditation before Worship 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me; 
let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 

With God our creator, family all are we. 
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.  

~Jill Jackson and Sy Miller~ 

 
 

GATHERING 
 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
 
Prelude                “Pastorale Symphony”    G.F. Handel 
                            
Call to Worship 
  

     One:  We recount the gracious deeds of God, all the praiseworthy acts the Lord has done for us: 
       All:   Praise God for coming to dwell among us, Immanuel. 
    One:   Praise God for the good news of Jesus, the pioneer of our salvation. 
       All:   Praise God for making us brothers and sisters in Christ. 
    One:   Praise God who is present with us still, lifting us up and carrying us. 
        All:  God’s glory shines in heaven with us still, lifting us up and carrying us. 
 
*Morning Hymn                 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”       #31 
 
*Prayer for Gathering 
 

  All: Almighty God, you have shed upon us the new light of your incarnate Word. May this light, 
  enkindled in our hearts, shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives    
  and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
Litany for Christmas     adapted from the Book of Common Worship 
 

 One: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Alleluia! 
  All: Shout to the Lord, all the earth. Alleluia! 
 One: O Christ, splendor of God’s eternal glory, the mighty Word, sustaining the universe: 
  All: Renew our lives by your presence. 
 One: O Christ, born into the world in the fullness of time for the liberation of all creation: 
  All: Release all into your promised freedom. 
 One: O Christ, begotten of the Father before all time, born in a stable at Bethlehem: 
  All: May your church be a sign of hope and joy. 
 One: O Christ, born of the Virgin Mary, child of wonder and splendor, mighty God of all ages,  
  Prince of Peace: May the whole world live in peace and justice. 
  All: All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has brightened weary 
  hearts with peace. Teach us to proclaim the birth of your Son Jesus Christ, who lives and 
  reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. AMEN. 
 
  



CONFESSING 
 

Invitation to Confession  
  
Public Confession    Bearers of Grace and Justice, Lectionary Liturgies for Year C 
 

  All: You set boundaries for us, Holy God, yet we continue to cross over them into sin. Believing 
  we are wiser than you, we are amazed that you would question our actions and lives. Offering 
  us the warm sweater knitted from your love, we would rather slip our lives into the sleeves of 
  bitterness and anger. Challenging us to carry one another’s burdens, we complain about how 
  uncomfortable and heavy they are. Forgive us, Searching God, and clothe us with your gifts of 
  compassion, humility, patience, and hope. Then, dressed as your grateful people, may we go 
  forth to live as sisters and brothers of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
  
Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness                  
  

 One: The good news is simple: God loves us so much, we are forgiven and granted new life. 
  All: Praise God! As forgiven people, we will to forgive others, and share God’s grace with them. 
  AMEN. 
 
*Gloria Patri   
 
*Call to Faithfulness                        Romans 12:4-8  
 

 One: For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have  
  the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs  
  to all others. 
  All: We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, 
  then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then 
  teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it 
  is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.  
 
 

  LISTENING 
 

Prayer for Illumination  
 
First Testament Reading                    Luke 2:41-52 

     Holy Wisdom. Holy Word.  
  Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem                     “The Holy City”              Adams 

                                          George Conley, Tenor  Jill Fung, Cello Ron Nice, Piano                            
 
Epistle Reading                                                 Colossians 3:12-17 

  Holy Wisdom. Holy Word.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The Message                       “Clothing Choices”                         Lal Rodawla 



 

RESPONDING 
 

*Hymn                       “What Child Is This”        #53 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
 Let us pray for the church and the world: 
 

 Eternal God, historic Christ, timeless Spirit, we rejoice in the salvation that you have planned and are 
 fulfilling in the birth of Christ Jesus and in the continuing work of the Spirit in the church. You have 
 freed us who have believed and are liberating those who are coming to faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

 God of 2021 and 2022, hear our prayers for our families as we come to the final days of the old year and 
 prepare to turn the calendar of the new. Whether we are counting the days until we reach retirement age 
 or the next job review and the possibility of promotion, help us to judge our days not in dollar values 
 only but in their usefulness to others, those we work with, those we serve, those we support to help.  
 

 Give wisdom to those in positions of responsibility for decisions that make job opportunities for people, 
 that they may provide means for work that are satisfying and constructive for the community at large.  
 

 Grant to administrators, teachers, and students a cooperative attitude that can create a setting for     
 learning that will enable each person to achieve his or her fullest potential in organizing, teaching,   
 learning, doing.  
 

 Renew in all Christian disciples the will to know Christ more clearly, to love him more dearly and follow 
 him more nearly, day by day, year by year, in 2022 and in whatever year are permitted us.  
 

 We pray that you will heal and restore the sick. Be near to all who mourn, and in their bereavement be 
 their comfort and hope.  
 

 These things we pray in the name of your Son, Christ Jesus, who taught us to pray… 
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,                           
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,                         
  and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into                              
  temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power          
  and the glory forever. AMEN. 
 

Invitation to Giving 
 
*Doxology  
 

*Dedication of Tithes and Offerings 
 

  All: Loving God: we give you thanks for Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.  
  Receive the gifts we offer in union with Christ’s gift for us.  
  Clothe us with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience,  
  that we may be Christ for others.  
  In his name we pray. Amen. 
 
    



Affirmation of Faith        Phil. 2:5-11 
 

  All: Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as  
  something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 
  human likeness. And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient 
  to the point of death— even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and 
  gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
  bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess to the 
  glory of God: Jesus Christ is Lord! AMEN.  
 
*Sending Hymn                  “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”        #29 
           
*Blessing 
 

*Postlude                                                     “Joy  To The World”   arr. Gordon Young 

 

Fred Lyon, Interim Pastor 

Lal Rodawla, Associate Pastor 

Todd Barnhill, Music Director 

Ron Nice, Pianist 

Officers of the Week: Elaine Pool, Gale Kinney, Kevin Johnson 

*indicates to stand if able 



 

+Family and Friends of Lynn Heffner 
who died, 12/18/21 

 
+Family and Friends of Dave Green 

(brother of Ron Green) 
who died, 12/16/21 

 
+Family and Friends of Sue Hardee 

who died on 12/14/21 
 

Nancy Burton 
Buddy Stephenson's step-daughter and son 

Tim Sisson's sister 
Diane Baker's mom, Mosie Grotophorst 

Marcia Ingle's friend, Susan 
Tamera Green's friend, Stephanie Walker 

Kathy Robert's brother-in-law, Jimmy Montgomery 
Danny Ingle 
Marcia Ingle 

Ken Bryan 
 

 

 

Paulette Purgason 
Chris Peace's mother & stepfather 

Kevin Grayson 
Alice Majure 
Willie Brock 

Al Ansley 
Kim Hyde's friends, Kathy & Mary 

Tandy Graham's friends Holley & Sharon 
Helen Finch’s niece, Elizabeth Koehler 

Walt Bauer 
Lynette Sisson 

Ron Green's father, Ron Sr. 
Jim Day 

Jim Day's friend, Missy 
Beverly Nunnley 

Elna Hanley 
Mike Smith’s brother, Joseph 

Laramie Williams' sister, Carolyn 
Gale & Susan's friend, Donnell 

Beth Downing’s mother and father 

+For all those grieving the loss of a loved one, 
especially this time of the year. 

Sunday, December 26 
11:15 am Worship (CLC/Online) 

5:30 pm AA-Way Home Group (FH) 

 

Monday, December 27—Office Closed 
5:00 pm Al-Anon (CLC-Middle School Classroom) 

5:30 pm AA (FH) 
 

Tuesday, December 28 
10:00 am Women’s Serenity (FH) 

5:30 pm AA (CLC) 
6:30 pm AA-Men’s Step  (CLC-2nd floor) 

  7:00 pm Fifth Tradition (CLC GYM) 

 

Wednesday, December 29 
5:30 pm AA (FH) 

 

 

Thursday, December 30 
10:30 am Women’s Serenity (FH) 

5:30 pm AA (FH) 
  7:00 pm Fifth Tradition (FH) 

 

Friday, December 31 
5:30 pm AA (AMC) 

 

Saturday, January 1, 2022 
5:30 pm AA (FH) 

 

The Church Office will be closed on 12/27 and 1/3. 
Weekday office hours during the 12-days of Christmas will 

be 10am-1pm. 

THIS WEEK AT PROVIDENCE 

PRAYER LIST 



NEWS & NOTICES 

 

 Our new Chair of the Childcare Committee is Brooks Herman. We are looking for members of the church to serve 

on the committee. We would like to start offering childcare again in January but there is a lot of work to be done 

before then. The main job of the committee would be to make sure we have volunteers for childcare each week. 

Brooks is also looking for a co-chair. Those who are interested can email Brooks at brooks-

herman@carolina.rr.com.  

 End-of-Year Giving: As the end of the year approaches, you may want to check the status of your financial  

contributions to the church in 2021. You can contact our financial administrator, Roy Phillips if you have any ques-

tions. Roy's last day in the office to receive checks for 2021 will be Wednesday, December 29th. Thank you!  

 Sunday School for All Ages (Children, Youth, & Adults) will resume after the Christmas holiday on Sun. Jan 9, 

2022. 

 The Outreach Committee will host an informative conversation with Patrice Funderburg, Executive Director of 

the Center for Community Transitions (CCT). Ms. Funderburg will help us scratch the surface in our understanding 

of the current situation facing the formerly incarcerated. We will be meeting on January 11th at 5:00 pm in the 

Fellowship Hall. If you have any questions please contact Tamera Green at tgreen@viridianmarketing.com. 

 Habitat Project in January 2022 

Providence Presbyterian Church will be repairing the home of Mrs. Linda Rush in the Hidden Valley Neighbor-

hood. Mrs. Rush has lived in the house since 1989 and is active in the community. The Habitat Critical Home Re-

pair (HCHR) program identifies homes with unsafe or woefully inadequate living conditions. Like Habitat's new 

home construction projects, sponsors (such as Providence Presbyterian Church) contribute money, materials and 

labor to make repairs. Since 1995 PPC has sponsored and helped build six new homes in Matthews and completed 

11 Critical Home Repairs in Charlotte. PPC has contributed over $250,000 in sponsor money and 22,000 woman/

man-hours of volunteer time. This will be our third house in the Hidden Valley neighborhood. This year, as in the 

past, PPC will sponsor the house with proceeds from the Tim Lipka Golf Tournament. We will be working on Mrs. 

Rush's house on January 6, 7 and 12. We need volunteers for full or half days. We will work from 9:00 to 4:00 

each day. If you would like to volunteer please call, text or email Dudley Stone 704-564 9812 and dud-

leydstone@gmail.com. 

 The Literary Group is now reading "Babbitt" by Sinclair Lewis. "Lewis’ scathing satire of middle-class America, the 

novel explores the social pressures of conformity and materialism. Set in the fictional Midwestern town of Zenith, 

"Babbitt" offers a powerful critique of the American Dream and all it entails." Come join the discussion, on zoom, 

on Tues. Jan. 25 at 11 am. Contact Adèle Daniels (adanielscs@gmail.com) for information.  



CURRENT COVID-19 MITIGATION MEASURES 

 Face coverings will be worn indoors, no matter what a person’s vaccination status is. 

 When outdoors, fully vaccinated people may not need to wear a mask, but masking anyway would be a  
generous gesture of solidarity with those who do need to mask. 

 Social distancing of six-feet is the expectation for both indoor and outdoor use of the campus. 

 All children (preschool, VBS, scouts, etc.) that are vaccinated or unvaccinated should continue wear a  
face covering and social distance (6-feet) as best as they are able. 

 Singing may take place indoors where singers can maintain social distancing (6-feet) and will continue to wear face-coverings 
throughout the duration of the worship service. 

PROVIDENCE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 10140 PROVIDENCE CHURCH LANE, CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28277-9722 

SUNDAY CHILDCARE AT PPC 

We are delighted that we will begin offering childcare again for Sunday School and for the in-person 11:15am  

worship service starting on January 9, 2022. We have provided some FAQs below, but please lookout for more  

details about the plans for childcare as well as COVID Protocols.  

PPC CHILDCARE FAQs  

What ages will the childcare serve? Infants through 4 years of age 

What time will childcare open? 9:45am 

Where is Sunday childcare located? Childcare will be provided in the lower level of the Christian Life Center (CLC).  

Infants/crawlers will be in room # 9.  Toddlers/2s/3s/4s will be in room #13.  There will be a childcare volunteer 

available if you need assistance finding the appropriate room.   

Who will be caring for my children? We will always have a minimum of two adults consisting of volunteers as well as a 

paid childcare person helping with childcare each week.  

I would like to be a childcare volunteer. Who do I contact?  

Please email Brooks Herman at brooks-herman@carolina.rr.com 


