
The Church at Worship 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 19, 2021 

11:15 AM 



Words for Silent Meditation before Worship 

 
 
 
 
 

GATHERING 
 
 

Bell Prelude                  “Rejoice! Rejoice!”      arr. Cathy Moklebust 
                          Bells of Providence  
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Advent 4:  The Courage Candle    
  One:   We are on the lookout for a messiah in a manger, a savior in swaddling clothes. 
        All:  We light candles to celebrate our trust in the advent of the Christ Child— 
     One:  who redeems us from the wilderness of our lives, 
         All:  who is the hope of God with us, 
      One:  who is the joy of our salvation,  
         All:  who inspires our courage. 
      One:  On this Fourth Sunday of Advent, we light the Wilderness, Hope, Joy and Courage Candles. 
  
Lighting of the Advent Candle            Tim & Lynette Sisson 
 
Response to the Light                  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”       #9 

Verse 7 
 

    O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind;  
bid envy, strife, and discourse cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
Call to Worship           based on Matthew 1:20-21, 24-25 
     One:  An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David,  
  do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
  She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 
       All:   When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, 
  he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son;  
  and he named him Jesus. 
    One:  Let us worship the Word made flesh who draws near. 
       All:  Let us prepare our hearts to receive the light of the world. 
 
*Morning Hymn                         “People, Look East”                               #12 
  
*Gathering Prayer                  from Book of Common Worship 
 Eternal God, through long generations you prepared a way for the coming of your Son, and by your 
 Spirit you still bring light to illumine our paths. Guide us through times when life is a journey 
 through wilderness. Renew our hope, fill us with joy, and steady us with courage so that we may    
 readily welcome Christ into our hearts to rule our thoughts and claim our love, as Lord of lords and 
 King of kings, to whom be glory always. AMEN. 



Morning Psalm                         based on Psalm 136:1-9, 23-26 
 O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 
     for his steadfast love endures forever. 
O give thanks to the God of gods, 
     for his steadfast love endures forever. 
O give thanks to the LORD of lords, 
     for his steadfast love endures forever; 
who alone does great wonders, 
     for his steadfast love endures forever; 
who by understanding made the heavens, 
     for his steadfast love endures forever; 
 who spread out the earth on the waters, 
     for his steadfast love endures forever; 
who made the great lights, 
     for his steadfast love endures forever; 
the sun to rule over the day, 
     for his steadfast love endures forever; 
the moon and stars to rule over the night, 
     for his steadfast love endures forever; 
It is God who remembered us in our low estate, 
     for his steadfast love endures forever; 
and rescued us from our foes, 
     for his steadfast love endures forever; 
who gives food to all flesh, 
     for his steadfast love endures forever. 
O give thanks to the God of heaven, 
     for his steadfast love endures forever. 

 
 

CONFESSING 
 
 

Invitation to Confession      based on Isaiah 12:2; 64:6-9  
 One: Surely God is our salvation. Have confidence, and do not be afraid. 
  All: We have all sinned, but there is mercy for those who repent and call upon God. 
 One: Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 
   
Public Confession       
 God of the past, present, and future—any and every moment is time for Christ to enter in to be 
 among us. Even so, too often we turn away from opportunities to welcome Christ into our everyday 
 life and lack the courage to follow where he leads. Forgive us as we silently confess the ways we fail  
 to walk in the ways of compassion and love that Jesus taught and lived... 
 
Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness           based on Isaiah 9:2 and John 1:4-5        
 One: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Those who lived in a land of deep 
  darkness—on them has light shined. 



  All: In Christ is life, and this life is the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness,  
  and the darkness has and will not overcome it. 
 One:  Friends, believe and trust the good news! 
  All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. AMEN! 
 
*Gloria Patri 
 
*Call to Faithfulness                based on Romans 12:1-2 
 One:  I appeal to you therefore, sisters and brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies     
  as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
  All: Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds,        
  so that you may discern what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

 

 
LISTENING 

 
Prayer for Illumination  
 One: Holy God, our hope and strength, by the power of your Spirit prepare the way in our hearts  
  for the arrival of your Word, 
  All: that in the reading of scripture, we may see the glorious signs of the fulfillment of your  
  promise of a savior. AMEN. 
 
First Testament Reading                    Micah 6:6-8 

     Holy Wisdom. Holy Word.  
   Thanks be to God. 

 
Bell Anthem              “Christmas Joy Fanfare”  Douglas E. Wagner 
                              Bells of Providence 
 
Gospel Reading                                                   Matthew 1:18-25 

    Holy Wisdom. Holy Word.  
    Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The Message                    “Of Dreams and Courage”      Pastor Fred Lyon 
 
Ascription of Praise        based on Ephesians 3:20-21 
 One: Now to the One who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish far more than we  
  can ask or imagine— 
  All: to God be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus from one generation to another. AMEN. 
 
 

RESPONDING 
 

*Hymn               “The Snow Lay on the Ground”        #57 
 

 
 



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,                            
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,                          
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into                               
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power           
 and the glory forever. AMEN. 
 
Invitation to Giving 
 
*Doxology  
 
Dedication of Tithes and Offerings 
 

*Litany for Advent        “O Antiphons”           from Book of Common Worship 
 One: O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of the Most High, pervading and permeating all  
  creation, you order all things with strength and gentleness: Come now and teach us the way  
  to salvation. 
  All: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 One: O Adonai, Ruler of the house of Israel, you appeared in the burning bush to Moses and gave 
  him the law on Sinai: Come with outstretched arm to save us. 
  All: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 One: O Root of Jesse, rising as a sign for all the peoples, before you earthly rulers will keep silent, 
  and nations give you honor: Come quickly to deliver us. 
  All: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 One: O Key of David, Scepter over the house of Israel, you open and no one can close, you close  
  and no one can open: Come to set the prisoners free. 
  All: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 One: O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, Sun of justice: Come, shine on those who live  
  in darkness and in the shadow of death. 
  All: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 One: O Ruler of the nations, Monarch for whom the people long, you are the cornerstone uniting  
  all humanity: Come, save us all, whom you formed out of clay. 
  All: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 One: O Emmanuel, our Sovereign and Lawgiver, desire of the nations and Savior of all:  
  Come and save us, O Lord our God. 
  All: Come, Lord Jesus. AMEN. 
 
*Sending Hymn                     “O Come, All Ye Faithful”          #41 
 
*Blessing 
 

*Postlude                                                 “Sing We Now of Christmas”             Marcela Dupre          
      Ron Nice, Keyboard 

 

Fred Lyon, Interim Pastor 

Lal Rodawla, Associate Pastor 

Todd Barnhill, Music Director 

Ron Nice, Pianist 

Officers of the Week: Wenona VanWinkle, Charles Humphreys, Denise Hurd 

*indicates to stand if able 



Tim Sisson’s sister 
Buddy Stephenson's step-daughter and son  

Diane Baker’s mom, Mosie Grotophorst 
Danny & Marcia Ingle 

Ken Bryan 
Danny & Marcia Ingle 

Chris Peace’s mother & stepfather 
Kevin Grayson 
Alice Majure 
Willie Brock 

Al Ansley 
Jim Day 

Beverly Nunnley 
Elna Hanley 
Walt Bauer 

Lynette Sisson 

Marcia Ingle’s friend, Susan 
Tamera Green’s friend, Stephanie Walker 

Kathy Robert’s brother-in-law, Jimmy Montgomery 

Tandy Graham’s friends, Holley Watts and Sharon                                                                                           
Kim Hyde’s uncle and friends Kathy and Mary 

Helen Finch’s niece, Elizabeth Koehler 
Ron Green’s brother, Dave and father Ron Green, Sr. 

Mike Smith’s brother, Joseph 
Laramie Williams sister, Carolyn 

Jim Day’s friend, Missy York 
Gale Kinney & Susan Patterson’s friend, Donnell 

Beth Downing’s parents, Stan and Susan 

 

THANKSGIVING 

Bret and Leigh Myers are the proud grandparent's of 
Declan McGillicuddy who was born December 5th of 
this week. Declan is the son of Ashley (Bret & Leigh's 
daughter) and Evan McGillicuddy. Congratulations!  

 

Sunday, December 19—Courage Candle 
10:00 am Faith Foundations (AMC-402) 

10:00 am Sunday School (Hybrid) 
11:15 am Worship (CLC/Online) 

12:30 pm Session (FH) 
4:00 pm Youth Group (CLC) 

5:30 pm AA-Way Home Group (FH) 

 

Monday, December 20 
10:30 am Monday Manna (Online) 

4:00 pm Rollin’ Hornets (CLC) 
5:00 pm Al-Anon (CLC-Middle School Classroom) 

5:30 pm AA (FH) 
6:30 pm Boy Scout Troop 164 (CLC) 

 

Tuesday, December 21 
9:00 am Piano Tuning (Sanctuary/Choir Rm) 

10:00 am Women’s Serenity (FH) 

11:30 am Like Naomi (Parlor) 

5:30 pm AA (CLC) 
6:00 pm The Longest Night Service (Sanctuary) 

6:30 pm AA-Men’s Step  (CLC-2nd floor) 
7:00 pm Adelphi (Parlor) 

  7:00 pm Fifth Tradition (CLC GYM) 

 

 

Wednesday, December 22 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 
5:30 pm AA (FH) 

 

Thursday, December 23 
10:30 am Women’s Serenity (FH) 

2:00 pm Senior Choir (AMC) 
5:30 pm AA (FH) 

5:45 pm Handbells (CLC Gym) 
7:00 pm Adult Choir (AMC) 

  7:00 pm Fifth Tradition (FH) 

 

Friday, December 24 
4:30 pm Worship (CLC) 

8:30 pm Worship (Sanctuary) 
5:30 pm AA (AMC) 

 

Saturday, December 25 
5:30 pm AA (FH) 

 

The Church Office will be closed on Dec. 27 & Jan. 3 

THIS WEEK AT PROVIDENCE 

PRAYER LIST 



NEWS & NOTICES 

 Our new Chair of the Childcare Committee is Brooks Herman. We are looking for members of the church to serve on 

the committee. We would like to start offering childcare again in January but there is a lot of work to be done before 

then. The main job of the committee would be to make sure we have volunteers for childcare each week. Brooks is also 

looking for a co-chair. Those who are interested can email Brooks at brooks-herman@carolina.rr.com.  

 See more information about Sunday Childcare at PPC beginning Sunday, January 9th on the back to today’s bulletin.  

 End-of-Year Giving: As the end of the year approaches, you may want to check the status of your financial  

contributions to the church in 2021. You can contact our financial administrator, Roy Phillips if you have any ques-

tions. Roy's last day in the office to receive checks for 2021 will be Wednesday, December 29th. Thank you!  

 The Green Team is in need of a Grant Writer to help with their Solar Exploration Project. This project would help us  

apply for the NC Solar Rebate Program from Duke Energy for us to $75,000. We must act quickly before January 1st. If 

you have an interest in this, please contact Linda Miller.  

 Sunday School for All Ages (Children, Youth, & Adults) will resume after the Christmas holiday on Sun. Jan 9, 2022. 

 The Charlotte Singers will begin practice on Sun. Jan 9 and 16 from 6-8:30pm in the CLC-Gym. 

 The Outreach Committee will host an informative conversation with Patrice Funderburg, Executive Director of the 

Center for Community Transitions (CCT). Ms. Funderburg will help us scratch the surface in our understanding of the 

current situation facing the formerly incarcerated. We will be meeting on January 11th at 5:00 pm in the Fellowship 

Hall. If you have any questions please contact Tamera Green at tgreen@viridianmarketing.com. 

 Our Habitat for Humanity project begins in January 2022! Be on the lookout for more information!  

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES IN DECEMBER 

Deacon's Fund Collection  
Contact: Kevin Johnson, 29johnson.kevin@gmail.com 

 

Hat, Glove, Scarf Drive for Crisis Assistance Ministry 
Drop-off bins will be located in the foyer of the CLC. Questions? Contact Gale Kinney, gdkinney2@gmail.com 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

 

4:30 PM—Christian Life Center (Gym) 

8:30 PM—Sanctuary (Registration Full: Additional Seating in the Fellowship Hall) 

The 8:30 PM service will viewable live online and on-demand afterwards. 



CURRENT COVID-19 MITIGATION MEASURES 

 Face coverings will be worn indoors, no matter what a person’s vaccination status is. 

 When outdoors, fully vaccinated people may not need to wear a mask, but masking anyway would be a  
generous gesture of solidarity with those who do need to mask. 

 Social distancing of six-feet is the expectation for both indoor and outdoor use of the campus. 

 All children (preschool, VBS, scouts, etc.) that are vaccinated or unvaccinated should continue wear a  
face covering and social distance (6-feet) as best as they are able. 

 Singing may take place indoors where singers can maintain social distancing (6-feet) and will continue to wear face-coverings 
throughout the duration of the worship service. 

PROVIDENCE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 10140 PROVIDENCE CHURCH LANE, CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28277-9722 

SUNDAY CHILDCARE AT PPC 

We are delighted that we will begin offering childcare again for Sunday School and for the in-person 11:15am  

worship service starting on January 9, 2022. We have provided some FAQs below, but please lookout for more  

details about the plans for childcare as well as COVID Protocols.  

PPC CHILDCARE FAQs  

What ages will the childcare serve? Infants through 4 years of age 

What time will childcare open? 9:45am 

Where is Sunday childcare located? Childcare will be provided in the lower level of the Christian Life Center (CLC).  

Infants/crawlers will be in room # 9.  Toddlers/2s/3s/4s will be in room #13.  There will be a childcare volunteer 

available if you need assistance finding the appropriate room.   

Who will be caring for my children? We will always have a minimum of two adults consisting of volunteers as well as a 

paid childcare person helping with childcare each week.  

I would like to be a childcare volunteer. Who do I contact?  

Please email Brooks Herman at brooks-herman@carolina.rr.com 


