
Laura Grayson

I grew up in Statesville, NC.  I am a Tarheel.  My son makes a 3rd generation for my family.
After graduation, I moved around the country – Las Angeles, Tucson, Arizona, Orlando, FL,
NYC.  Kevin, my husband, a Texan, and I came back here to raise our children.  Family
connection here was very important.  We have 2 adult children, Jacob (22) & Matthew (20).
Jacob graduates this year from UNC & Matthew will graduate next year from William & Mary.  I
have been a member of Providence Presbyterian for over 15 years – I have lost count! I am
born & breed Presbyterian.  Since being here I have been engaged with Center of Hope
Outreach, Co-Director of VBS, Co-Moderator for Presbyterian Women, Congregational Care
assisting with funerals, Thanksgiving Turkey Dinners for Charlotte Rescue Mission, and
Teaching Middle school Sunday School.  My newest passion is the Faith & Justice Committee
efforts, & I look to be more engaged in their efforts!

Wenona Van Winkle

I grew up in a small town in rural southern Michigan and raised my two daughters in this same
area.  The local churches being Baptist and Episcopalian, my father, a full-blooded Scotsman
raised Presbyterian, chose to have me baptized and confirmed in the Episcopal church. My
children were baptized in our small town’s Methodist church which provided close ties to the
community.  Moving to Charlotte in 1985, I found my home with the Presbyterians. My education
includes a two-year degree in finance which was my work for many years before finally retiring
from a job as Broker and Sales Manager of a large RE/MAX office.  Presently, I serve on the
Worship Committee and recently completed Bethel Bible class. I look forward to when we can
all worship in the Sanctuary.

Kathie Gazda

We have been at Providence for 32 years and in that time have been involved in many aspects
of church life. Gene and I have been married for 47 years. We have three grown children and 4
grandchildren. I worked for Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools for 24 years and am now happily
retired. I enjoy having time for sewing, reading, quilting and spending time with family and
friends. I am looking forward to being part of whatever comes next at Providence Presbyterian
Church.

Marsha Garver

Marsha and her family have been members at Providence for over 30 years.  She is currently
on the Christian Education Committee and has served on the Personnel, Preschool and
Finance committees.  She has taught Sunday School, headed the Women of the Church and
also served as an Elder in the past.



Nathan Gilbert

Presbyterian for 69 years.Ordained Elder for 33 years.Member of Providence for 27
years.Involved with Habitat for Humanity, and historic preservation issues among others.Primary
focus for Providence going forward would be improved Bible literacy and doing all things a
simply as possible.Married to Martha Gilbert.

Bob Edwards

PPC member since 1979. 1 wife (Phyllis), 3 children (Brad, Matthew & Leigh Ann) & 5
grandchildren (Austin, Avery, Owen, Dylan & Nora). A Charlotte native that moved in & out
several times & back to stay. Have previously served on Session, Diaconate, Cemetery
Committee, Usage Committee, Finance Committee, Pastor Nominating Committee, Stewardship
Committee, Personnel Committee, Youth Advisor, Fellowship Committee, Counsellor Committee
& several task forces.

Ainsley Jones

My name is Ainsley Jones and I am a rising Junior at Ardrey Kell High School. I have lived in
Charlotte my whole life and my family joined providence shortly after I was born. Since then, I
have participated in Sunday school, gone on mission trips, and am now an active member in the
youth group. I enjoy theatre, dance, and playing the guitar and piano. I look forward to this
upcoming year in the life of providence and am excited to continue to serve God.

Dani Phillips

 I grew up in the suburbs of Chicago and made my way South to play volleyball for UNC Chapel
Hill. I met Justin sophomore year and we got married 2 years after college graduation. We
moved to Charlotte after the wedding for a job opportunity for Justin. I worked in sales and
recruiting for a few years but was happy to hang it up when our first child was born. I love being
home with them.

We attended a few churches and finally found our church home at Providence Presbyterian after
a few years at PPPS preschool. We have 3 kids that all grew up at our preschool with our
youngest finishing and heading to kindergarten this Fall. I enjoy being a substitute at preschool
and recently started subbing almost full time at our elementary school. I will continue in the sub
capacity next year and I’ll be the first middle school volleyball coach at Rea Farms Steam
Academy. I feel honored to have been nominated as a Deacon and I look forward to serving the
Lord and our church family.



Lynda Hunley

I am a mother of two adult sons, Thomas and Hayden. I am a Peer Support at Atrium
Behavioral Health. When I am not working, I enjoy hiking, kayaking and my newest hobby,
biking. I can be found some nights practicing in the church parking lot.

I joined the church around 2007 when my boys and I returned to Charlotte from New Orleans
when it was hit by Hurricane Katrina. We transferred from St Charles Presbyterian.

I grew up in Raintree and attended Charlotte Latin. My mom still lives in Raintree. She
periodically comes with me to church. My dad is buried across the street from the church.

Denise Hurd

My family has been at Providence Presbyterian almost since we moved back to Charlotte in
1988.  During that time my daughters, Courtney and Whitney,  have attended Sunday School.
Whitney participated in youth group.  And Walt married Courtney in 2010 and she now has a
son, Camden (5) and daughter, Catherine (2).   I have been a Sunday School teacher, Deacon,
and participated on committees throughout the years. My husband, Larry, has worked on
Habitat for Humanity and Classroom Central.
I’m originally from Northern Virginia and Larry is from Roanoke.  We first came to Charlotte
when Larry’s job with Travelers Insurance moved us here.  It was short lived as he was
transferred to Winston-Salem after 9 months.   After 9 years my job with AT&T brought us back
to Charlotte.  Larry is retired and I’m semi-retired as I’m still working as a real estate agent for
Coldwell Banker Realty.
We enjoy spending as much time as possible with the grandchildren and watching them grow.

Kevin Johnson

I was born and raised in N Wilkesboro, NC.  I grew up attending a Baptist Church where my
parents are still members, and my father has been a deacon for more than 4 decades. I met my
wife, Melissa, while attending UNC Charlotte, where I graduated in 2002 with a degree in Civil
Engineering.  Melissa and I have been married for nearly 16 years and have two wonderful
children, McKinley (11) and Griffin (8).  We have been members of Providence Presbyterian
since the Spring of 2018, after several years as members of Myers Park Presbyterian.  Melissa
and I are active members of the Gen X &Y Sunday School class, McKinley is involved in the
middle school youth group, and Griffin is in the 2nd grade Sunday School class.  I am honored
just to be nominated for a term as Deacon and am excited for an opportunity to serve in the
church, to work in the community, and to share the Love of Jesus Christ.



John Garver

John and his family have been members at Providence for over 30 years.  He has previously
served as a Sunday School teacher (youth and adult), chair of the Fellowship and Christian
Education committees and as a deacon and an elder.

Bree Sinnett

Hi my name is Bree Sinnett. I am a freshman at Butler High School. I love volleyball and have
played since 5th grade. I played for Butler this year, as well as a club team year round. Some
things I enjoy are baking, bike rides, sand volleyball, babysitting, and quality time with loved
ones. I am involved in Young Life through Butler and in a Leadership program through the
YMCA.

I was born in Matthews, and have lived here my whole life. I have a 12 year old brother named
Ethan, a 9 year old dog named Maggie, and a kitten, Phoebe, who we adopted a few months
ago.

I am excited to serve as a Youth Deacon with PPC this year!

Jay Witherspoon

I grew up in Charlotte, attending Myers Park Presbyterian Church, where my parents are still
members. After graduating from N.C. State University in 1982, my wife and I lived in several
locations around the southeast and mid-west. Fortunately, in early 2000, a job opportunity
brought our family back to Charlotte, which is when we joined PPC. Since then, I have
consistently participated in early Sunday worship service, attended Sunday School, graduated
from the Bethel Bible Series, completed training to become a Stephen Minister, served as the
PPC Crown/Compass Ministries Coordinator, traveled to Chimbote, Peru and West Virginia on
mission trips, participated at various times on Outreach, Stewardship, and Finance Committees,
and have served as Deacon and Elder. I am currently, involved with Men’s Bible Study, the Care
Team, Stephen Ministries, TGIF, Interim Pastor Nominating Committee and am serving the third
year as a Deacon. On a personal note, I have been married to Karen for 36+ years. I retired just
over three years ago after a good long career in the chemical industry, and Karen retired in 2020
- in the middle of pandemic lockdowns… so we hope to start some retirement travels soon! We
enjoy spending time with our daughter, Katie and son-in-law David, (Walt married them in grand
fashion at PPC in 2016), who live near Spartanburg, SC. If elected to extend my term as
Deacon for one additional year, I look forward to continuing to serve our Lord, His church, and
its members as we emerge from the pandemic and transition to a new Senior Pastor after a
great long run with Walt – the only pastor I have known at PPC.



Stacey Rommich

Stacey Rommich has been a member at PPC since 2012. She has served as a Deacon the past
three years and is extending her term for an additional year. Stacey currently serves as our
Preschool Director, a role she has been in since 2013. She and her husband, Mark, recently
celebrated 20 years of marriage. She is the mother to Davis, 16, and Adam, 13.


