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“Temptation is like a river that is difficult to cross. Those who are not overwhelmed by

temptation are good swimmers; they cross the river without sinking. But those who

cannot swim are submerged when they enter the river.”

– Cyril of Jerusalem (c.315-86)

Gathering

Prelude Ron Nice

CLERGY: Wait for cue that the Livestream has finished the rolling announcements

before beginning the “Welcome”.

Welcome

Remembering Black History Month – PPC Youth (pre-recorded)

CLERGY: do not proceed into “Call to Worship”. Wait for cue that the video has ended

before proceeding.

Call to Worship

Lal. We come, so God might open our eyes,

Anne. that we may discover the wonders surrounding us; that we may embrace the joy

deep within us.

L. We gather, so Christ might widen our hearts,

A. that we may hear the sounds of brokenness around us; that we may sing the

melodies of hope.

L. We are here, so the Spirit might teach us the ways of humility,

A. that we may walk that street named Enduring Love; that we may wait at the

corner called Faithfulness.
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Morning Prayer

A. Loving God, you have made a covenant with us and with every living creature. We

give thanks for the sign of the rainbow, for it reminds you and us of your promise: that

the flood of destruction will not be the last word. We thank you, too, for the waters of

baptism, the sign that we are raised as children of the covenant; through Jesus Christ

our Lord. And we thank you for the sign of the dove, the promise of your Holy Spirit.

Hovering over the dawn of creation, descending upon your beloved Son, your Spirit also

hovers over and descends upon us. With the whole creation, we give you all glory and

honor. In your triune name we pray. Amen.

Morning Hymn: Spirit, Working in Creation #128WR

Confessing

St. Ambrose says of the two conversions that, in the Church, “there are water and

tears; the water of Baptism and the tears of repentance.”

(St. Ambrose)

Invitation to Confession (— written by Thom M. Shuman)

L. God takes our broken promises and turns them into vows of faithfulness. God

takes our biggest failings and shapes lives of service. God listens to our prayers of

confession and changes them into songs of mercy. Let us come to the One who

pours forgiveness into our lives, praying,

Prayer of Confession

A. We admit we are hesitant to walk to Jerusalem and beyond with you, God of

Glory. In a world where we worry about tomorrow before enjoying today, we race

by your moments of silence, of learning. In that flood of worries, which can

overwhelm us, we may miss that assurance that you have not cut us off from your

grace. In the deserts of our desires, we may ignore that feast of hope, of joy, of life

you offer to us.

L. Forgive us and have mercy on us, Gentle Guardian of our souls. In humility, may

we offer our lives to others. In love, may we share your grace with everyone we

meet. In hope, may we wait for you all our days, as you come to us in the life and

joy of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.
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Assurance of Forgiveness

A. In this place we find God's word, God's way, God's love, God's forgiveness. What

more do we need to sustain us as we continue as pilgrims along the Way?

L. In every wilderness, on every road; in every moment, in every life; in every

journey, in every heart, we receive the daily bread we need - God's hope, God's

mercy, God's joy. Thanks be to God, we are forgiven. Amen.

Hymn: Lord Jesus, Think On Me #386WR

Hearing

Scripture Read (Anne) Genesis 9:8-17

Choral Worship: Gracious God Jesse Manibusan

The Word Read and Spoken (Lal) Mark 1:9-15

“Remembering Who (and Whose) We Are”

Responding

Hymn: When Jesus Came to Jordan #241WR

Offering of Prayers and Gifts

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (Anne)

Offering Reminder: www.ppc1767.org/make-your-donation

Affirmation of Faith (Phil. 2:5–11)

A. Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with

God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a

slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form he

humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a

cross. Therefore, God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is

above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in

heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess to the

glory of God: Jesus Christ is Lord! Amen.
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Going Forth

Blessing

L. As Jesus spent forty days in the wilderness,

so we will spend forty days in this season of Lent.

Consider, children of the covenant,

the faithfulness of God,

and what it means to be baptized into Christ.

Live each day proclaiming the good news,

in word and deed,

that God is with us

and the kingdom is near.

May the God of covenant faithfulness enfold you;

the beloved Son encourage you;

and the Holy Spirit descend upon you in blessing;

this day and forever.

Postlude “What Wondrous Love Is This?” #85 v1, v3
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