
Nominated Officers for the Session 

Christy Smith 

I moved to Charlotte three years ago from the Kansas City area to be close to my youngest 
daughter, Stacey and her family. I love doing activities with my grandchildren and helping out 
when needed. I’m a native of Kansas City and attended the University of Missouri, Kansas City 
(UMKC). I worked for a regional bank holding company for nearly 30 years in the area of trust 
operations and accounting. 

As a member of John Knox Presbyterian Kirk in Kansas City, I served twice as a member of 
session. I was moderator of the Support and Worship committees, active in Presbyterian 
Women and Bible school. I am blessed to have found Providence Presbyterian as a new church 
home. The welcoming congregation, many activities and opportunities for outreach have 
helped me settle into my new home. 

Kathy Dannels 

I moved to Charlotte from Indianapolis in December 2017 to join my daughter Karen, husband 
Damon and two grandsons Drew (17) and Kyle (13) who have lived here since 2011. My career 
as a fundraiser was fulfilling and fun but retirement is even better! Being involved in a church 
has always been important to my life. I like knowing what makes a church ‘tick’ and seeing 
where my experiences can fit in and help make a difference. I served as a Deacon twice and an 
Elder at Second Presbyterian Church, a large church with over 3000 members. My involvement 
as an Elder came at a time when changes were made to the Book of Order and needed to be 
addressed by each individual church. It was a challenging and rewarding for me.  

Over the years, on every Sunday my family attended the Baptist church where my dad would 
sing in the choir and we would be his best audience. However, my faith journey and knowledge 
of what it all meant began at my grandmother’s knee as she told felt board Bible stories during 
my annual summer visits to Jackson MS. As an evangelical Christian, she taught me the basics of 
being ‘saved’ as she knew them and it was from her, building on my family’s beliefs, that my 
faith was formed. The growth of my discernment continued at Camp Merri-Mac in Black 
Mountain where I attended from ages 11-17. The message of trust and having a relationship 
with God was re-enforced every morning in chapel. I can remember sharing my faith with a 
friend who was troubled…my first ‘witness’ opportunity. Through my family, I have been 
surrounded by love and reliance on God in most aspects of my life. 

I am delighted to be asked to serve as an Elder at Providence Church and look forward to 
learning and continuing my purpose as a servant of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 



Beverly Howard  

Beverly has been a member of Providence Presbyterian Church for 45 years.  She has served as 
a Deacon, Elder, Sunday School teacher, librarian, Moderator of the PW, and on too many 
committees to think about.   

Beverly has a degree from King College (now King University) in Bristol, TN.  She retired four 
years ago from a long and satisfying career in local not for profit work, first as Director of 
Friendship Trays and then 
for 28 years as the Executive Director of Loaves & Fishes.   

After growing up in a family constantly on the move (she attended 12 schools in 12 years) she is 
delighted to have found a home at Providence. She enjoys travelling, reading, sewing, singing, 
having coffee 
with friends and making people laugh. 

She has two grown sons who both grew up at Providence, and one amazing granddaughter. 

Daisy Risser 

I grew up in Cary, North Carolina and am a graduate of Guilford College, a small Quaker school, 
where I met my husband, Tom. We’ve called the town of Marvin our home for 28 years and 
have two adult children, Carson and Sam. Since joining the church in 1995 I have enjoyed being 
involved in Providence's gleaning garden, Green Team, prayer groups, Bible studies (at 
Providence as well as at CN Jenkins Presbyterian), Faith and Justice Committee, and Faith 
Foundations Sunday school class. I also enjoy getting outdoors to bike, hike, and occasionally 
flat-water kayak. I’m grateful to have served as a Deacon and Elder and look forward to serving 
again. 

Chris Peace 

Chris has been a member of PPC since around 2005, and served as a deacon for three years in 
the late 2000s.  His wife Julie has family history at the church going back over 200 years.  
Together they have four children: Talon (21), Roman (18), Theo (12), and Sophie (7), all of 
whom were baptized and/or confirmed at the church.  Chris is an attorney who works in family 
and child welfare law.  He is an avid microfarmer, enjoys nature of all types, writes songs and 
poems, and sings in his spare time and in worship at Providence. 

Alan Sumrell 

I am a chemical engineer with the Dutch paint manufacturer AkzoNobel and NC State alumni. 
My wife Kim and I are both North Carolina natives and have lived in the Charlotte area since 
1995. We have been active members of Providence for 22 years, and our 3 children (Meredith, 
Katherine and Rebekah) were baptized and have grown up at Providence. In my free time I 
enjoy tinkering with computers, wood turning and fishing whenever possible. I have previously 
served as both Deacon and Elder as well as on various committees including Long Range 
Planning and Officer Nominating most recently.  I am an active member of the Sojourners 
Sunday School Class.  Being nominated for another term on the Session is a great honor and I 
look forward to the opportunity to faithfully serve our church.  

 



 

Caroline Lawler 

Caroline is 15 years old and will be a sophomore at Central Academy of Technology and Arts in 
the fall. She was baptized and confirmed here at PPC. She and her family have been members 
since 2007. Caroline’s hobbies include tennis, horseback riding, and baking. She has enjoyed 
attending youth group, Montreat mission trips, and volunteering at VBS with PPC and looks 
forward to serving on Session. 

Jeremy Barron 

Jeremy joined Providence in 2016 shortly after moving to Charlotte from Northern Virginia. 
There he was a long-time member of Burke Presbyterian Church, serving on their nominating 
committee, pastor search committee, and as an elder.  

A graduate of Clemson, he currently works as a Software Engineering Director at Premier 
Healthcare in Ballantyne. His son Archie is a kindergartener at Hawk Ridge elementary. His wife 
Mary works as the proposal manager for a firm that primarily works with the Department of 
Education and is currently serving as a deacon. 

When not working or building Lego sets with Archie, you’ll usually find him on a sidewalk or 
greenway running. 

Nominated Officers for the Diaconate 

Elaine Pool 

I grew up in central Kansas and graduated with a degree in English from Washburn University in 
Topeka. After graduation, I was the local producer/writer for KTWU, the PBS television station 
that served eastern Kansas and western Missouri. I moved to Dallas in 1986 and worked for 
Eddie Haggar of the Haggar Clothing Company, and in 2006 moved back to Kansas where I was 
an executive assistant at the Sprint Center, the multi-purpose arena in downtown Kansas City. 
Upon my retirement in 2016, I relocated to Charlotte to be close to my daughter Alexa Adams, 
her husband Chris, and my granddaughters Sloane and Reese. I also have a son, Brady Pool, 
who lives with his wife and two children in Hermosa Beach, CA. 

I’m so happy to be a member of Providence Presbyterian where I have made so many new 
friends. I serve on the Membership Committee, Fellowship Committee and am a member of the 
Literary Group. I’m honored to be nominated as a deacon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Angela Sinnett 

I was born and raised in a very small town in Nebraska, about 2 hours southwest of Omaha.  I 
graduated from the University of Nebraska, Lincoln in 1999 with a BS in Health and Family 
Sciences and moved a week later to Raleigh. I met Charlie Sinnett while in Raleigh, and after 
dating long distance for 2 years I moved to Charlotte.  We were married at Providence 
Presbyterian, where his family has been members for over 30 years now, in 2003.   

I have worked in the healthcare industry in some capacity since I was 16, through high school, 
college and while in Raleigh.  After moving to Charlotte I briefly worked at Presbyterian hospital 
before I moved on to work for a healthcare consulting company for the next 7 years.  After my 
second child was born I quit my corporate job to stay at home and take care of our  two 
children, Brianna and Ethan, now 11 and 14.   Shortly after leaving the corporate world, I 
started a cake decorating business out of my home and I have been covered in flour and 
buttercream ever since.  

I enjoy being involved at my kids' schools, serving on the PTO for both school, chaperoning field 
trips and being room parent for multiple years.   Additional activities I enjoy are baking, 
cooking, reading, hiking, and traveling.  

I am honored to be asked to serve as a deacon at PPC for a second term.  I look forward to 
serving the congregation and giving back to Christ and my community. 

Laura Arthur 

Laura is married to Jeff Arthur has five children & a daughter in law. Is a real estate agent by 
trade and enjoys supporting her children in their endeavors and teaching confirmation class at 
PPC. 

Steven Ritchie  

Steven became a member of Providence Presbyterian Church in 2014.  He participates in the 
Generation X/Y Sunday school class, serves on PPC’s Growth & Vision committee and 
volunteers annually to help with PPC’s Vacation Bible School program.  Steven is a life-long 
North Carolinian having grown up in a small town in neighboring Gaston County.  He graduated 
from NC State and later UNC School of Law.  In 2006, he married his wife, Courtney, and they 
moved to Charlotte.  They have two young daughters, Tuuli (8) and Madeleine (5), and live in 
Providence Plantation.  Steven is a partner in the debt finance group of McGuireWoods LLP. 

Drew Burton 

A true South Charlotte native, Drew grew up just across the street in the Berkeley 
neighborhood. He attended church at Providence and was confirmed here. A NC State 
graduate, a career in the trucking industry bounced him from Atlanta to various parts of North 
Carolina. His current position at Ameritruck settled he and his wife Hilary along with their two 
daughters Maggie (6) and Greer (4) back in south Charlotte. In his spare time he enjoys golfing, 
shooting sporting clays, and spending time with his family. 

 



 

Chris Adams  

Chris grew up in Summerville, SC before attending Newberry College and then UNCC, where he 
met his wife Alexa. They were married in Charlotte in 2007 and have lived here ever since. They 
live in Providence Plantation with their two daughters, Sloane and Reese. 

Chris works in Cornelius as a User Experience designer for VectorVest, a stock market analysis 
and portfolio management company. He enjoys soccer, baseball, hiking, camping, mountain 
biking and cooking. The Adams family loves being a part of Providence Presbyterian Church and 
are excited to see their family grow with the Church. 

Ainsley Jones 

My name is Ainsley and I am honored to be serving as the youth delegate for the deacons. I’m a 
rising sophomore at Ardrey Kell, and I enjoy theatre and dance. I am an active member of the 
youth group and you might know me from singing or playing guitar at Sunday services. I am so 
excited and thankful for this opportunity to serve God through the church. 
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